
Cool Down Activities

 Paperwork
 Permanent location for 

videos
 Collection and finding 

aid

Daardi and students getting an autograph from Vikings 
player #71 Phil Loadholt



Season Results

 147 video interviews 
in ARCH 

 Partnership with local 
historical society

 Acquired tools and 
experience 

 Good PR 

Screen shot of Vikings Training Camp interviews in ARCH.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Short interviews vs. traditional interviews
Short interviews are not as robust as a traditional oral history interviews.  That’s a disadvantage. 
We advertised longer interviews before camp and got one interested person and in the end they weren’t available to schedule an interview.  If we had only done long interviews during camp, we would have been lucky to get 5 total interviews.  I interviewed several folks who had worked at camp for years.  They had many stories.  Their interviews were closer to 10 minutes and it felt like a struggle to get that much time.  At VTC, folks had places to be.  They might be interruptible for a few minutes but 30-60 minutes did not seem likely, especially if we had to take them to another space.  
While brief interviews, the sheer quantity of interviews collected adds depth to the collection and the stories it tells.  
On this page alone, you have a fan who’s attended 15 years and got to go behind the scenes one year, you have a Marine who got his promotion on the field and the Vikings gave him special honors, several fans mention the changes to camp over the years, bringing generations to camp, getting autographs and working as a security guard at camp.  
Though repetition you get a sense of the stories.  This short form interview could also be used to identify individuals who may be a good fit for a longer interview.  
We enhanced an already good relationship with the Blue Earth County Historical Society.  
We hadn’t collaborated on a project like this before and it was very positive.  
They saw new potential and so did we. 
We also acquired new tools and experience.  
When this started we had an Ipad. When we finished we had a very functional video recording system and all learned how to use iMovie
The short interview process is easy but takes some effort to prepare and train for.
Good PR
I’d love to tell you the Vikings sent a letter saying how much they loved the project.  They didn’t.  I’m not even sure if anyone in the Vikings organization beyond the folks who collaborated with the historical society knew about the project.  
Where it built good PR was on campus and to some degree in the community.  The Vice President of Advancement at MSU was at the BECHS exhibit opening and so was I with the Ipad on a stick.  He liked it and saw potential.  Our boss liked it.  
The interviews in ARCH were also a great tool for social media. 
We hope it connected fans to the University in ways they may never have thought about before.  We’re not just a location for camp.  




Next Season (Homecoming)

Tell Your MSU Story @ Homecoming 2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One big reason to try the VTC project was to see how it could be used for documenting the MSU experience.  We will be celebrating our sesquicentennial in 2018.  I was hoping we could start collecting stories that could be highlighted during the celebration and/or continued through the celebration.  

We started this fall with Homecoming.  Anne and Mee reviewed the Homecoming schedule and identified events where they thought it made sense to do interviews.  Two of our students who did interviews at VTC where excited to participate in the Homecoming project.  We also had a few other Archives student workers join in the fun.  

Over the week of Homecoming we captured 58 interviews.  Many of them on the Saturday of Homecoming.  We see this as the beginning of an annual event to better tell our University’s story.



Tips for other teams

 Equipment
< Biggest memory you 

can afford

 Players
< Train and practice with 

all equipment and the 
questions. 

< Have fun. 
< Don’t over schedule

 Have a game plan
< Be adaptable

 Where to play
< Not where/when they 

want to watch
< Big groups moving 

around

 http://goo.gl/lOEA6n

http://goo.gl/lOEA6n


Questions?

Mee Xiong
Daardi Sizemore
archives@mnsu.edu

ARCH:  University Archives 
Digital Collections 
http://arch.lib.mnsu.edu


