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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is another iteration of the WSF Olympic & Paralympic research reports. Shout out to Allison Wrynn who co-authored previous reports and to my colleagues who are not at western. There are 3 parts (athletes, leadership and media) for sake of time limits I will focus on media coverage section of the report. 
At the 2018 Olympic Winter Games, 1,704 male athletes (58.6%) and 1,204 female athletes (41.4%) participated. This is a slight increase from 2014 when 1,708 men60%) and 1,158 women (40%) competed. At the 2018 Paralympic Games, 431 male athletes (76.4%) and 133 female athletes (23.6%) participated as compared to 2014 when 412 men (76.2%) and 129 women (23.8%) competed.



Overview

Methodology
Olympic Media Coverage
Paralympic Media Coverage
Conclusion
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Here is a quick overview of what I will cover in my presentation. Review the methods, discuss articles/photos first of the Olympics and then the Paralympics. The provide some concluding thoughts.



Methodology

Content Analysis
ESPN/ESPNW, NBC Sports, 
New York Times, USA Today
Task vs. Non-Task (Jones 
et al., 1999)
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This current report examined media online coverage (articles and photographs) of the Olympics by four major American media outlets (ESPN, NBCOlympics, New York Times, and USA Today) once per day from February 7 to February 25. Only websites were used as source material. Each of these websites had a specific Olympic section which was used to collect articles and photographs for analysis.  This is a change from previous reports that examined hard copy newspapers

The number of articles dedicated to male, female athletes and both male and female were counted totaling 698. This analysis utilized Jones et al’s (1999) task versus non-task framework for categorizing articles. Since the Winter Olympics has a sizeable amount of mixed doubles events, articles that discussed both male and female athletes, like pairs figure skaters Maia and Alex Shibutani’s performance were counted in the “both” category and categorized as “task both.” 



PyeongChang 2018 Olympic Media Coverage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will show you some charts for total articles, gender breakdown on task vs. Non task articles and a chart of gender/categories of photographs  from the websites.



Total articles about Olympians by gender
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Presentation Notes
This is a little bit unusual compared to previous reports and media coverage of women's sports compared to men's sports in general. Though the Olympics research seems to indicate a slight shift 43% for FA to 40% for MA
2010 report which was most recent winter report had 311 articles for male athletes 187 for female athletes w/slightly diff sources 38% coverage of female athletes, 62% ma



Articles about Olympians by category & 
gender
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The raw data indicates a pretty significant portion of articles that focus on task meaning the sport/participation/competition in that sport for all athletes including female athletes   72% of articles about women were task related, 68% for MA task
88 task –99 non task w (53% non task(
172-139 task v non task men (55% task related)  45%



Total photographs of Olympians
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There were 903 total photographs from the articles. Photographs were categorized as in action, podium/medal, celebrating, or other. The 2010 Report included a category of athletes and coaches but there were not enough of those types of pictures to warrant a stand alone category in this report.  47% of pics dedicated to FA, 43% to MA, 10% to both

2010-1135
687 men 61%
448-women 39%



Photographs of Olympians by category & 
gender
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40% of images of FA were action, 46% of pics for MA were action, a lot of other or non sport related
I changed the categories from previous report that had one for athletes/coaches, those did not emerge on website enough to warrant stand alone



PyeongChang Olympic media coverage 
storylines

Lindsay Vonn vs. Mikaela 
Shiffrin
USWNT wins Gold Medal
Chloe Kim's historic win
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Some of the storylines to emerge were: Lindsay Vonn's Olmypic swan song n additon they compared her career to Shiffrin as the up and comer who attempted to ski in an unheard of 5 different events (she ended up not doing that due to weather)
The women's hockey team also dominated headlines w/the revenge game against Canada
17 yrs old youngest woman to win gold in snowboard half pipe
In addition, the non task men's stories focused quite a bit on the Adam Rippon/Kenworthy tweets about pence along w/their sexuality etc which for Kenworthy (1st out male free skier from US) broke some ground prior to the Olympics

More m 1704 than women 1204 athletes slightly more than 2014
50 mens events 44 womens 8 mixed



PyeongChang 2018 Paralympic Media Coverage
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Previous research on the Paralympic Games has indicated there is a general lack of media coverage (Buysse & Borcherding, 2010) and that male athletes have received more coverage than female athletes (Buysse & Borcherding, 2010; Packer et al., 2015; Schantz & Gilbert, 2001). Data was collected for the Paralympic games from March 9 to March 18. None of the websites had a Paralympic-specific section so the articles and photographs examined were found on their Olympic specific page or the regular sports home page.




Total articles about Paralympians
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Overall really minimal coverage, the most recent 2010 winter report didn't provide data for media coverage of paralympics 
21% of articles about women
Both not about mixed gender sports as much as they were about jamming the coverage of the games into one article



Articles about Paralympians by category 
& gender
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Overall pretty task focused which is good news



Total photographs of Paralympians
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40% of FA, 59% of MA, 9% both 



Photographs of Paralympians by category 
& gender
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Other-were mostly head shots that accompanied the articles about the athletes.



PyeongChang Paralympic media 
coverage storylines

Mostly about male athletes
Oksana Masters/Amy Purdy
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More m 431 than women 133 athletes
39 mens events 37 womens, four mixed so not surprisingly the storylines were primarily about male athletes (former navy seal dan cnossen and sled hockey etc)
In addition, stories focused on US women Oksana Masters (1.1k sitting cross country ski sprint) and Amy Purdy and their past accomplishments along with their victories during the games.  brenna huckaby
The storylines that emerged from the articles on the sites focused on the medal totals of the US team 36 medals most since 2002. I



Conclusion
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(L-R) Oksana Masters, Kendall Gretsch and Lidziya Hrafeyeva celebrate after the women's 6km biathlon sitting© • Getty Images
The results of the analysis of online media coverage of PyeongChang 2018 Olympics is consistent with previous research that indicated in the Sochi 2014 Olympic Winter Games that more clock time was dedicated to female athletes, compared to previous winter Olympiads (Billings, Angelini, MacArthur, 2018; MacArthur, Angelini, Billings & Smith, 2016). In addition, the 2018 PyeongChang coverage analyzed here supports research by Burch et al. (2012) and Eagleman and colleagues (2014) who found a trend towards more equitable coverage of female Olympians compared to male Olympians in online websites. In terms of the Paralympic, the lack of coverage is also consistent w/previous games, though the additional of online streaming for the games themselves could lead to increased coverage in the future.

The Olympics seem to be a time where media touts it as the year of the female athlete and then coverage of existing leagues seems to disappear after the Olympics subside. While the gap in media coverage at least on these sites seems to closed and in fact been surpassed I would caution anyone to think that these represent lasting changes in the way media covers women's sports & female athletes. 
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