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real opportunity for student expression
on current issues.”

OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma sent five debaters on Dec. 5
and 6 to the East Central Forensic
Tournament at Ada, Oklahoma. Okla-
homa won first place in the Senior Men's
Division and in the Mixed Division, and
second place in the Junior Men's Division.
Arlen Specter and Roswell Clark repre-
sented Oklahoma in the first group, Bet-
ty Massman and Marlan Johnson in the
second group, and Gerald Hornung and
Bill Bowles in the third. Several Okla-
homa entrants also won first places in
the individual events.

In the Oklahoma University Invitation-
al Tournament, held on Jan. 20 and 31,
Oklahoma withdrew after qualifyving
three teams for the elimination rounds,
believing that the host should make way
for the guests.

On Feb. 6 and 7, Oklahoma sent three
teams to the Baylor Forensic Tourna-
ment at Waco, Texas. Harry McMillan
and Bill McGeehee won second place, los-
ing in the finals to Seminole Junior Col-
lege in the Junior Men’s Division.

The new Director of Forensics is E. A,
Kretsinger; Dr. William M. Sattler con-
tinues as Chapter Sponsor.
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OREGON

The rapid post-war expansion of the
University of Oregon Department of
Speech and Drama is producing a com-
mensurate growth in the department’s
forensic activities. The 13 year old Sym-
posium program is now being comple-
mented by full-scale participation in de-
bate; and the traditional emphasis on
individual participation in extemp, ora-
tory, impromptu, and discussion is being
continued. The department is now head-
ed by Dr. Roy C. McCall; the forensic di-
vigion is directed by E. Ray Nichols, Jr.

During the 1946-47 season Oregon
symposium speakers addressed over 12,-
000 people in 130 different audiences in
discussions on the problems of Govern-
ment Control of Labor, State Taxation
and Public Service Facilities, and the
United Nations. Thirty-four undergrad-
uate students were active participants
in this unique speech program, which
provides unparalleled training in realistic
speech situations and which fulfills a part
of the service duty of a state university
toward the civic groups, service organiz-
ations, and high schools of the state.

Oregon debate activity in 1946-47 was
limited to practice debates with Oregon
State College and one exhibition debate
with the University of California. The
latter event was a successful experiment
in three-man debating conducted before
an audience of 200 people.

In the intercollegiate competition in in-
dividual events, Oregon speakers coached

by Prof. K. E. Montgomery placed first
in the Men's Extempore contest sponsored
by the Intercollegiate Forensic Associa-
tion of Oregon and second in the Wo-
men's Division of the same contest. A
first place award was won in Women’s
Extempore in the San Jose tournament,
as were two second place awards in Wo-
men’s Oratory and Discussion. The San
Jose winners were directed by Robert D.
Clark. First place was won at the Lin-
field invitational tournament in Senior
Men's Discussion. Oregon also placed
first in the State Peace Oratorical, and
the entry won second place in the nation-
al contest. The final award of the year
was first place in Extempore at the Pa-
cifiec Forensic League tournament held at
the University of Arizona. Oregon’'s PFL
entrants were coached by Prof. Walired
A. Dahlberg.

In the first three months of the 1947-
4% season, 30 students have participated
in 40 debates and have taken part in 24
symposium engagements, addressing over
2000 people in symposium audiences.
Oregon winners in the Western Associa-
tion of Speech Northern Division tourna-
ment at Whitman College collected first
place awards in Lower Division Women's
Impromptiu and After-Dinner Speaking,
and in Senior Men’s Extempore. A third
place was won in Lower Division Wo-
men’s Oratory. Lower Divisions entrants
were coached by Prof. John Baird.

Oregon also made a clean sweep of the
State intercollegiate extempore contests,
with contestants coached by Prof. Mont-
gomery winning first place in both the
Men's and Women's divigions. Second
place was awarded to Oregon in the State
After-Dinner Speaking contest.

Plans for the remainder of the 1947-
48 season include: a series of discussions
to be presented throughout the state, a
weekly radio symposium to be broadcast
during the winter quarter, participation
in the Linfield College tournament, the
Pacific Forensic League meeting at the
University of Nevada, and the State
Peace Oratory and I.F.A.O. oratory con-

tests.
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PENN STATE

“To date, the Penn State Women have
had but one major trip during which they
encountered four men’s teams in cross-
examination style debate at Pennsylvania,
St. Joseph's, Temple, and Fordham. Al-
though we have debates scheduled up to
May 1, the bulk of our debating will take
place early in the second semester, from
the middle of February through the mid-
dle of March, during which period we an-
ticipate over sixty debates in which ten
of our women's teams, using the squad
system, will participate.”

TEXAS
Texas has an unusually active debate



THE GAVEL 59

squad during the current season, 32 men
debaters participating in practice debates
and intercollegiate contests. Prior to
Feb. 17, Texas participated in 99 inter-
collegiate debates; three were non-deci-
sion, and of the remainder Texas won 63,
lost 32, and tied one.

On Dec. 5, Herbert Taylor and William
Darden, recently initiated into Delta Sig-
ma Rho, debated Oxford University be-
fore an audience of more than 1000 per-
sSOons.

Other debates included a series of six
engagements with the University of Flor-
ida and a series of six encounters with
Texas A and M., held in Austin. On Feb.
6 and 7, Texas sent seven teams to the
Baylor University Tournament and met
with considerable success. Sam Smith
and Kleber Miller won six debates before
being eliminated in the semi-finals; Mer-
edith Long and Ronnie Dugger won five
before losing in the quarter-finals; Her-
bert Taylor and Thomas Taylor won five
and lost one before losing a second time
in the guarter-finals.

Plans for February and March were
equally extensive. On Feb. 23, four Tex-
as teams met Louisiana State University
at Baton Rouge and later entered the
Glendy Burke Forensic Centennial at Tu-
lane, in New Orleans. Visits were also
made to Baylor, Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, and Texas Tech; and two teams
were sent to the Missouri Valley Meet
during the last week in March. Baylor
and the University of Missouri also visit-
ed Austin during March.

On April 16 and 17, Texas will serve as
host to a large tournament in Austin, in
which contests will be held in debate, ex-
tempore speaking, oratory, and after-din-
ner speaking. There will be Junior and
Senior Divisions and Men's and Women's
Divisions in debate, with similar groups
in the other events. The Texas chapter
extends an invitation to all Delta Sigma
Rho chapters to attend this tournament.
Inguiries should be addressed to Prof.
Thomas A. Rousse, Director of Forensies,
or Mr. Edgar G. Shelton, Jr., Men's De-
bate Coach and Chapter Spomnsor. The
deadline on entries will be April 12.
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WASHINGTON

This year Washington University de-
bate activities are expanding. The squad
coached by Mr. E. E. Markert is made up
of twenty-four active members. Weekly
meetings are modeled after the parlia-
mentary style, and through these meet-
ings members of the squad are develop-
ing proficiency in all phases of debate.

The highlight of the season was the
Oxford debate on November 10th, in
which John Montrey and Don Waldemer
of Washington met Anthony Benn and
Kenneth Harris of the Hnglish school.
The topic was: Resolved, That the argu-

ments in favor of nationalization of basic
industry are overwhelming. Other in-
tercollegiate debates 'have included a
round-robin series of debates February 6
at St. Louis University in which Wash-
ington, represented by six teams, met
teams from St. Louis, Westminster, and
William Jewell. The same topic, Feder-
al World Government, was debated that
evening with Missouri University with
Don Waldemer and Bob Karsh of Wash-
ington upholding the affirmative. In ad-
dition to these intercollegiate debates, a
number of programs have been present-
ed before various civic groups and high
schools in the St. Louis area. The sub-
jects debated have included the Nation-
alization of Basic Industry, Federal
World Government, Russian Foreign Pol-
icy, Compulsory Arbitration, the Marshall
Plan, and Woman’s Place is in the Home.

WHITMAN

“Whitman College sent Bonnie Marolf,
Carmen Gleiser, Bob Nelson, and George
Shields to the recent Inland Empire De-
bate Meet. This was a Freshman-Sopho-
more meet and was held at the University
of Idaho in Moscow. It proved an inter-
esting experience to the younger debaters
although Gonzaga University took sweep-
stake honors.

“The next activity for Whitman debat-
ers was participation in the Eighteenth
Annual Intercollegiate Tournament at
Linfield College in McMinnville, Oregon.
We are sending fifteen contestants to
take part in all divisions including de-
bate, extempore, oratory, interpretative
reading, after-dinner speaking, and im-
promptu. The tournament took place
February 26, 27, and 28.”
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YALE

During the fall of 1947, the Yale chap-
ter elected to membership Donald H. Riv-
kin, member of the University debate
team, class orator of the class of 1948,
and a recently elected Rhodes Scholar
from Iowa.

The Yale varsity debate team has de-
feated Columbia and Dartmouth in home-
and-home contests, and split with Har-
vard in a similar arrangement. World
Federation, the Taft-Hartley Labor Law,
and Truman for President have been the
favorite topics.

With the teams divided up, Yale lost
to the predominantly Oxford University
team on the subject of an Anglo-Ameri-
can Alliance when the English debaters
visited New Haven in October.

The freshman team recently split with
the Taft School in a home-and-home ser-
ies on World Federation, both negative
teams winning. A Yale team visited Bos-
ton the week-end of February 13-15 to
participate in the annual Boston Univer-
sityy Debate Tournament.



