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conference. Teams from Vanderbilt, Murray State, Duke, Weber State, Tex
as Tech, the University of Utah, to name just a few, have offered excellent
rounds of CEDA debate competition. When judging an elimination round
at the national conference held at Texas Tech University in 1982, it was
apparent to me that off-topic debate had come of age. I remembered my
DSR-TKA file on pornography (my partner and I were for it) from 1978 . . .
a far cry from the quality which is now witnessed at DSR-TKA.

The Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha national conference has long been
recognized as the best forum for student congress competition. Students
elect party officers, a speaker, and clerk of the assembly and form commit
tees and caucuses for the various positions represented by members of the
assembly. Debating, or should I say legislating current issues of the day,
familiarizes students not only with those issues, but also with governmental
structures and valuable tools of parlimentary procedure. Students from the
University of Illinois, DePauw University, University of Florida, Auburn Uni
versity, Murray State University, and Wayne State University have proven
to be, among others, excellent young legislators.

Until 1979, only three individual events were offered at the DSR-TKA
national conference: extemporaneous speaking, persuasion speaking, and
oral interpretation. In that year, all ten AFA-NIET events replaced the three
previous categories. Students from the University of Mississippi, Mankato
State University, Wayne State University, Auburn University, the University
of Nebraska, and Ball State University have consistently been among the
champions (again, just to name a few).

To have a national tournament which offers so many different competitive
activities is in itself diverse and unique. When one adds the quality of per
formances witnessed at the conference, it becomes even more laudable.
But diversity In events is not the only advantage. Students are encouraged
to enter more than one of the activities. Schedules for the conference allow
students to participate, for example, in debate and some individual events
or to compete in student congress and individual events, etc. Student cross-
entering often allows for judges to cross-enter as well. Though this can
create a few grumbles In the four different tabulation rooms, it is often a
welcome relief to escape from the land of poetry and persuasion to the
fast-talking mecca of debate.

It is also appropriate to recognize the opportunity for a number of stu
dents from each school to enter competition at the national conference.
Though there have to be some limitations—scheduling would be a night
mare if a university were to bring 23 teams in CEDA debate—the conference
does allow for a more open forum of competition than do the other national
tournaments. Because the only prerequisite of entry is school membership
in DSR-TKA, the element of "getting qualified" does not become an issue.

However, the advantages and diversity of the DSR-TKA national confer
ence are not limited to competition. After all. Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa
Alpha is an honorary fraternity, and this fact alone justifies, in my mind, the
need for attending the national conference. Students and coaches are given
an excellent opportunity to socialize with their peers within the organiza
tion. There is a lot to be said for pomp and circumstance. Call me emotional,
but certain founding traditions must be preserved in the forensics activities.
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Forensics offers opportunities for social growth and maturity; the DSR-TKA
national conference offers an excellent forum for that development.
To offer specific examples is an easy task when one considers the many

fraternity fellowship opportunities at the national conference. The Initiation
ceremony held at every national conference not only provides a model for
local chapters to follow, but also allows students to become members of
the national organization in the truest sense of the expression. Student
officers are elected each year. Business meetings permit students to express
their concerns to the general body. There are often organized parties for
the students and, of course, the banquet where special awards are given.
Each year the students select a student speaker of the year, an honor con
sidered by many to be the high point of a student's forensic career. The
evaluation process is an opportunity for the students to step back from
competition and assess their peers in a light of respect and admiration.
Finally, the organization awards recognition to those who have given distin
guished service to DSR-TKA and to those alumni who are now excelling in
"the real world." In addition, a speaker of the year is selected by Delta
Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha. Among the recipients have been Martin Lu
ther King, Barbara Jordan, Walter Cronkite, Hubert Humphrey, Walter
Mondale, and, yes, Ronald Reagan. All of these awards help the students to
understand their forensic heritage, to set goals, and to strive for excellence
in communication. Although the students might not immediately forget
about the next round of prose, or their legislative committee, or value
propositions, or counterplans one through four, the spirit of the moment,
the lasting impression of the many honors of their affiliation will remain ...
even after the trophy tarnishes and the little man falls off the top.
We are still faced with the financial dilemma of supporting yet another

national tournament. Why should we do it? How can we do it?

Financial Feasibility of DSR-TKA

"Why should we do it?" is a question which I hope I have already an
swered. For each individual program it becomes a question of priority. Wayne
State University, which 1 represent, has been an active member of DSR-TKA
since May 1937 and is a school which has a tradition of preserving tradition.
As a forensics educator, each of us must set priorities. Though I am not
going to try to set your priorities for you, I would encourage each of you
to consider support of one of the national forensic honoraries. Do not
dismiss attendance at the Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha national con
ference or the Pi Kappa Delta national tournament as simply as an issue of
economics.

But how can we afford participation at yet another national tournament?
It is quite simple. First, as a coach, consider DSR-TKA to be more than "just
another tournament." if program directors promote the conference as
something special, that attitude will surface in the students who are an
excellent support mechanism for fund raising, especially when motivated
to raise money for their national conference. The students' goal will be
reached when they are able to attend the conference in March of each
year. Second, do not hesitate to tap alumni sources for economic support.
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In the "old days," DSR-TKA may have been viewed more fondly and with
more prestige. Alumni who were inspired by the conference in 1959 may
be willing to sponsor a speaker in 1984. Of course, as always, university
special funding may be an option. With an organization as rich in heritage
as DSR-TKA, attendance and travel justification is not problematic.

Conclusion

Rarely does a tournament offer the opportunity for the debate, individual
events, and student-congress people to travel together. In and of itself, this
is a money saver. Teams have chartered buses, rented recreational vehicles,
and found special group rates for their teams. Students can begin to realize
a shared respect for the activities of their fellow students.

In these tight economic times, no one has all of the answers. However,
the Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha national conference is a product
which sells itself. As consumers and producers of quality forensic programs,
we need to look at the "bottom line." DSR-TKA is a diverse, yet financially
feasible national tournament.

CALL FOR PAPERS

SPECIAL EDITION OF

SPEAKER AND GAVEL ON THE

1984 PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES

Speaker and Cave! will publish a special edition devoted to the 1984
general election Presidential debates. Qualitative and/or quantitative
analyses, as well as position papers, are invited. Submitted manuscripts
will be competitively selected for publication. The deadline for sub
mission is September 15, 1985.
Authors should submit three double-spaced, typed copies of a

manuscript, documented with endnotes beginning on a separate page
at the conclusion of the text. Manuscripts should conform to the
latest edition of the MM Handbook and should use nonsexist lan
guage. Include a cover letter identifying author(s) and affiliation, but
remove all such references in the manuscript in order to facilitate
blind reviewing. Manuscripts should normally be in the 1,500-3,500
word range.

Manuscripts and correspondence should be directed to the editor
at the following address.

Professor Jack Kay
Department of Speech Communication

432 Oldfather Hal!

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Lincoln, NE 68588-0329
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SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

The Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha National Council has established a standard subscription
rate of $5.00 per year for Speaker arvJ Gavel.

Present policy fjrovides that new members, upon election, are provided with two years of Speaker
and Gavel free of charge. Life members, furthermore, who have paid a Life Patron alumni membership
fee of $100, likewise regularly receive Speaker and Gavel. Also receiving each issue are the current
chapter sponsors and the libraries of institutions holding a charter in the organization.

Other individuals and litrraries are welcome to subscribe to Speaker and Gavel. Subscription orders
should be sent to Allen Press, P. 0. Box 388, Lawrence, Kansas 66044.

TO SPONSORS AND MEMBERS

Please send all communications relating to ini
tiation, certificates of membership, key orders, and
names of members to the National Secretary.
All requests for authority to initiate and for
emblems should be sent to the National

Secretary and should be accompanied by
check or money order. Inasmuch as all

checks and money orders are forwarded
by the Secretary to the National Treasurer,
please make them to: "The Treasurer of
Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha."
The memloership fee Is $15.00. The offi

cial key (size shown in cut on this page) is
$15.00, or the official key-pin is $17.00.
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Prices include Federal Tax. The names of new

members, those elected between September of
one year and Septemtjer of the following year,

appear in the Fall issue of Speaker and
Gavel. According to present regulations of
the society, new members receive Speak
er and Gavel for two years following their
initiation if they return the record form sup
plied them at the time their application is
approved by the Executive Secretary and
certified to the sponsor. Following this time
all members who wish to receive Speaker
and Gavel may subscribe at the standard
rale of $5.00 per year.
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