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CONCEPTUAL FRAME WORK

Literature Review
Rural homelessness Is fundamentally due to the interaction of
structural and personal factors. Structure factors such as inadequate
housing quality, declines in home ownership and the rising price of
rent has accelerated the percentage of homeless individuals in rural Strength Based Perspectiue
communities. Single homeless males are at greater risk for being
chronic homelessness. The high health risks associated with
substance abuse, and limited access to needed health services and
other resources helps explain males enhanced vulnerability of being |
nomeless. Eighty-four percent of homeless men are single men Empﬂwerment Perspectiue | Program
netween the ages of 25-54. In general, homeless men are older than
nomeless women. In examining family status, men comprise 77
nercent of single homeless adults, but only 16 percent of adults In
nomeless families. Single adults are more likely than homeless :
families to have experienced multiple homeless episodes of longer EﬁECtWEHESS BESEd Mﬂdﬁ"
duration (Healing Hands, 2001; Robertson, Harris, Fritz &
Noftsinger, 2007).

Implications for practice include the following:

» It Is Imperative that programs developed to serve homeless males addresses the multi-
dimensional needs, including housing, use of support services, job training and placement,
treatment for mental 1liness and substance abuse.

¢ For programs targeting homeless males to be effective, they must support the return to
functioning within the mainstream society by providing skills, strengthening values, and by
reestablishing and reinforcing a positive social network within the community.

*» Understanding homeless males’ pathway into homeless Is fundamental to creating

strategies and programs to get them out of homelessness. Understanding the path into
homelessness can help program developers and programs program manager understand
homelessness as a process rather than a random occurrence.
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