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BRADFORD WOODS ACA SPEECH

These are my notes on the speech I'm to make, I hope, at
Bradford Woods.

It is my providence or opportunity to relate, atep by atep,
the progress and events that ﬁave been a part of my 1ife and
the development of the concept of outdoor education program,
todate.

1t is essential that I speak the how and the philosophy of
the program evolved and how step by step it proceeded from that
time until tre present - this will, of course, {noulde the establish-
ment of the Outdoor pédoation Assooiation, Inc. which, as most of
you know, is a national education organization, non-profit,
dedicated "to the purpcse, "as stated in the oharter which is a
charter which 4s chartered as a national organization” and
we quote here fxom the charter.

I guess & story starts actually, 8o far as I am concerned,
in the state of Kansas, Thers I was born and reised on a farm,
near a, I hope, nationally known town of Carbondale, which is,
beyond which Topeka, the state capitdl is only fiftesn miles to the
North. Now you know where the state capital of Kansas 1is

located.

As I look back upon it, much of my early farm life was
spent in camping, though I did not know it. It was not until
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many years later that I realized that many experiences I had on
the farm, and should I say farm, ourrioular mectivities, were ¢ to
be later known as camping, as far as I was eoncerned,

When my brother and I camped on the Watumi, and the Dragoon
(Creek), for days at a time, fishing and loafing and exploring,
it was not o;mpi:ig in the sense of our pjarticular day, but 1t was
just living, Perhaps the term, "Jjust living" fully, really, ii; :
the groat cutdoors is sufficlent for cur thinking as ©f now, as
we go forward, | ' “'

T recall the first organized camp as such that I ever attended
was the state YMCA Camp in Michigan. It was Dr, Harold Kauffman
for a long time president of the George Willimas College of
Chicago, that my first introduction to camping was through his
efforts, This may be true and for the moment and for whatever
1t 4s worth, I will acocede to that., I do recall that when I arrived
at this camp, I was introduced to the plan that m becoming &
part of the group, and had to subject muf\tc aﬁ;}:&?rm a long
rope on which I had to sit, and the rope was swuiz far over & atream,
& knot was skillfully tied so that whan the v;;isht of the person
and the bend of the 1imb cooperated the bobtom of the individual
sitting on the knot was bound to get very moist, Yes, I got
thoroughly saturated in my mid section and thus duly initlated
into the spirit of the samp. At the time, thilv was, in my opinion,
a great oimnt, and 1t certainly was, & great event in ’the-myea of
those cbserved., Time has changed, however, in many respects.

There are many other ways in which youngstera ané¢ people
are introduced into camping by means of adventure, inciting them
| to explore and discover the things that abound in the outdoors,



It was much later that Mr. Marketty in Michigan, & ranger
for This Cleveland....mining company ¢ introduced me to some of the
rl;ors and excitement and adventure of exploring the unknown,

He and I camped for nearly two weeks on our own, having to provide
much or our food.- Certainly we had to establish our shelter

and keep ourselves warm., The Bulding of a reflecting fire was
essential, alsc, the know-how of bullding a bough bed was
necessary for comfort ard zood sleep. Needlesa to say that I
learned a good deal in how to pack a knapsack with only the
essentials, l

The next event that took place at Columbia University at
Teachers College stimulated, inspired by farm life and camping,

I proceeded on ths long road to a Master's Degree, and finally
to a FH, Degres |

Perhaps I have my FH,D., on the farm and procesded through
,tha hnrd turmoil of convineing Columbia that I had received a
FH, D. .

I do know that I felt that the life of the open wes &
highly educational way ¢f living and learning, It Iimpressad me
doeply and I avowed at various times, aomehow, to pursue the
philesophy, the idea further and perhaps, out of it, might
com® & way of living and edusating and education for others.

While atudying at Columbia, the story is too long, it I
did teke charge of the old Life, Fresh Alr, Farms, plural,

I inslsted that the name should be changed to Life Camps, since

© I 48 not know, since I lmew about wheat farming, pig farming and
“eorn tpﬁaing, but I 444 not know anything about how to operate
on & fresh air farm, Charles Dana Gibson then a famous artist
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and then president of the old Life Magazine, chuckled, he said,
"I think you have scmething therei" And after that we proceeded,

I re-organized the 0ld Life, Fresh Air Farms, on the basis

of a sound educational program, changed the name to Life Camps.,

This neme continued for many years and became well-known around

the country - at least so many have told me, Under this name

many experiments and prodedures wers developed over the years
and owt of thias experience up to 1952 many important developments
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took place and programs ovolvod.

At this point»it would be hnlpﬂﬁl and even necessary td repeatb

the story of mnny~pnojaetévand‘axperimants that were carried
on to £ill in fully the atory'ihougd be told at this tima, but
I fear that, I will not be allowed for all of them,

& few of them, however, are éssential,at'thiu time. The first

abrupt change in ocamping came at the end of the season of 1926

and through the season of 1927, It seemed rather useless to
continue with the camping program thét seemed to hold out merely

stretcher- bearing program for Ameriocan Youth and not to acquaint

.~ . them through emploration, adventure and discovery of the wonders

of the great outdoors. It was, thereforg, sssential that
a analysis of what had been eiking place, and in the light

of philosophies of education and newéy trends.

To reorganize the program on & sound basis of education
E ‘goals and purposes.
58 It was, tharefore, oconceived that the mass centralization,

subject matter approaok:in camping known ﬁs adtivitiol, organized
and administered by scohedule, whistles, bells ‘and bugles, was far
short of what the greak outdoors could offer in the way of sound,
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exciting, purposeful education, It was realized that the uuqucg
matter, as known in the lohodla came from the outdoors in mll
areas in all subject matter levels and was classified, organized
into ohaptora....ttudy‘and daily leason planl.' Th;a'ioamod un-
realistic from the standpoint of the way God's crestion was made,
was intended for man to know and understand, |

Forthwith, a complete reorganization from ﬁhb centralized
plan of operation was made to & decentralized plan, ' The campers
were organiged into small family groups utilizing the philosophy
and basis of the small group of planned operation, This was pro-
mulgated and announced as a plan for decentralization and small
group oaﬁping. It had reverberations from_mnhy quartera, resis~
tance and much oitlciam, however, over the years it hag proven
to be sound philosophy in methods and results.

One of the basic questions that many raise are abou: ths health
of the campers., Could youngsters be subjected to the real aamping;
exploring in the outdoors, slaepinz overnight on the ground and
1living in the kinds of shelteras that were devised and made by eamp-
ors for the most part? Several studies were made in,..the health
of campers at the time and results seemed to show that the longer
on the decentralized, cabin type program, the campers stayed in
camp, the worse their health hecame. This study may or msy not
be borr of today but nonetheless, 1t was preseanted at the %time.
This played an important part in the thinking and the operation
of the camps and we procoeded 29 :errit Qut the answer to the

Z,E-,l"i)iﬂ'ig,:
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question. Over a long period of time, many tests concerning the
health of campers were made and we were able to reach the thought
that the lonper the campers stayed in camp the worse their health
became, "o found, quite to the coutrary that more they partici-
pated in real camping during the summer months, there was less
incident to disease and accident, This was further borne out
that to the extent that the campers lived in small groups in-
volving wmuch of their own program, exciting their own interests
and energies to activ;g;es in their own environments, rather
than being directed by bells, whistles and bugles, their life
was not ornly happier, but he#lthier. At this point the tribute
is made to the well-known Géorge Chatfield who was at one time,
and at that time, the direcbtor of the Bureaﬁ of Attendaqce for
New York's City 3chools., A great tribute should be paid to this
man for his enthusiasm and convictlon camping was destined to
play a great part in the education for American Youth, It is
also a great tribute paid to...I can't remember her name...and
to Dr. so-so Jansen, then Superintendent of 3chools in lew York
City.

A third area for study and experimentation had to do with
youths who were decimatgd and delinquents. A series of experi-
ments were condusted in this area and without detailing them,
the upshot of it was that there is not nuch wrong with youth ex-
cept what happens to them in their immediate environment, there-
fore if a program were instituted to change their environment and

this program had substantial and sufficient depth of program and
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opportunities for exploration, it would go far in removing the
incidence to delincguency énd this, we proved to our setisfaction.
Dut there was an important conclusion I made at the time, which
was, namely, that. We could justify a program of camping under
the auspices of the school, from the standpoint of the delinquent
child but there are, fortunately, fewer delinguents than there
are, of the so-called, normal child. Therefore, supposing, I have
rropounded and have maintaineé‘since, that in the long view,
the most important and brilliant need is to engage the tcols
in a program vhich will first the means of the time, and thus the
long view will tend to deterr them in delinquent ways of behavior.

These experiments concerning delinquency, and I would wish
I had the time to relate a few stories, but that is not possible,
it all adds up however, that our energies should be speni in
dealing with the total school use, rather than a special few.
From this point on, it was clear thaf our thinking and programing
should go in the direction of a plan that would affect all youth,
rather than just a few.

What was, or is so educational about camping? Does it have
implications of better health? 1Is it something to do with
English, reading, writing, spelling, social studies, hicstory,
geégraphy. governmentry science, advanced science, chenmestry,
music, art, philosophy? What is there about it that has somc

R i ; iculum .
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A1l these questions came to uind and were pounded persistently
and heavily, It was evident ﬁhat some real study should be made
of tho school curriculum in relation to life cut-of-doors,

Opportunity came at the urgent request of the ew York City
Sehools. A school campin- pro.ran, in which 1% was hoper won 1!
be intpoduced to try oub some of these 1cas la an actnal school
situabion. The chief effort was to see what the various convaes
of siudy of carricula in the school uab various rade levels and
in various agubject matter areas nicht offer as an onvrichmen’
addition to whai we have known ag camplin .

NakmmmiszWmes1mmﬁmWVMﬂh1mmwifm?mumanmw
vime and in this vesearch, elose bto £ifLy courses of siadies In
she perulap gchools of Hew Vori Clty were atucdied from thin
gtandpoint of tieir sultability or parts of them bo be adapte
Lo the canpla situation.

after atudyin: the maoy sourses of study all areas, all
levels, those aspoets in the various bits and guantitien of
naterial, which related to facts, atilbudes, appraciation and
othey standiaes that miht be carrie? eon ia a faverable caapine
Oyvifu.u@;t, woese tocluded as o poteniiol laprovment for a camp
ander the ausplees of the Doard of Dducatlor. These apecifics
were 1isted in one eolumn, wherever itnwas thourht that 1t conld

be carricd on in a camping ailtuation wore effectively than in

> ghe elasa voom. This column was ab firat questioned,

&

ngﬁjghhxuﬁﬁxnsin cunp, The second column was listed Bdueation in
0.0 D
e Classroonl,

CR.I00

A: bhe siudy proceeded, a list of thinra to be carried on io

canp kept increcasin: and thore was a thipd colwan appeare’,.cv...




which contained those facts, attitudes and appreciation and
anderstandines oo this standine that wlcht be earried on ontaide
of the class roum within an hour, within a half of the moinin -,
or haif-day, or whole day at school, in the oub-of~-coors .,
Aftosr conaiderine all of these papects, ihere appeared mosh
1o Leally, or was eateblished, a different concept or philosophy
and Lhe neme was list~d over both of these colummg, “Outdoor
Raducation.” This sceemed to mae gsenge. All -f Hhese
various specifics of the curricula at the elementary of naeond day
level were then divided into two parta. Those aspucis that the
best be carried c¢n in the olaéa roon, Qad thoze thar couls be beat
carried on ontoide of the class rooms or in Lhe oﬁt*of doors.,

"The oub-of doors bepan just outaide of the school doovr, and
continued in cver-widenlog eircles of distance and btime, untll,
part of the procram ended up Lo a péria@ of 1livinz torether as
members of the 1837 room with their teacher in @& campinc eavironmant.,
A neme was riven to this part of the pro-ram &3 "Camplne Rdueation.”

mud8 term beoame populor. It was nsed many plases and with effective
resulis .,

With further study on this simple theais, it was losical fo
o back to soune of"the established results of ny research Jdurinc

my Docior Thesis and education in the summer camp. the particular

“part to be related here is ﬂﬂmﬂl* ..1s that it bad to do with

deaprnig. It was made clear thav no ore cai teach anyone anythin-,

@dother, each individual smat learn by himsell and certalnly he
ca.. leapn bebbter in asasociation with caother, basely, aacther

fellow aiundent ~f his peor, or it wa; be a lLeacher or gomcone clae,



Tn the third place ii waa Found lncreased and effective learnln

Look place better iu o swall proup. The alre of the  roup dependor!

upea anay thiness 1t was establised that abouwd § or 7 or ¢ wmleht

be effoctive, much depeanded upoa the individuals and the coriain

'3Ldudayﬂa in which they werc placed.

Wish the above view concernincs how we learn, aud Lain . into
account Lhe a2imple thesis of Jividing the content of thia Lo leav:,
she whole atatement iavolved and coecarning oubdoor education, bthe
“theais that has been atated in 193L--5 and repeated in many situations
is mainly, in respect to any subje€: melier at any 1svel, any area,

LAY .eeee.o18 beat to learn in the class room shall be leorned .
there, and that which can best be ieavneﬁ‘uuder direct exporichce,
dealine with native matefinln an” 1ive situatlions, shoul? he
learned in out~of~doaba ob‘outaidé the class roos.

This theais was acoepteﬁ'wenerally - glowly by some, and
;'Pmlually by nor e and has not been Jenlied and has nol been
proved unsound., It is in fact, the basis of what we are now
conaidering, outdoor education.

There appeared and was in fact, & lot of mis-understanding
concerning the terminology; A school cemping idea tooi hold,
mostly because 1© had more glemor to it, and was more readily

5funderstooa by more people. Some individuals, and yes, some

1y§organizations, did not approve the idea, that schools should adopt

“gb camplng progrem, as anintepral part of the curriculum. However,
in time, the idea has been generally accepted and there are morc
orpanizationa than individuals enbhusiaﬁtic about it, that those

opposed, There may be, here and there individuals who may notb

fully agree to tha philosophy, bul none-the-less are accepiing it,
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I should 1like bto montion that two fine gentlowenN.ses.
given me mmach enccuragemeht with the 1dea of achool camping,
both are not with us now, but both were stalwart figures in the
organized @uplng movemant., F‘rederi«zig...{}og};enheimer was one ,
Dre, J. wo!férd Allen was éno.t;hem There are many more, of course,
and Dr. Georpe W. Chatfleld, but if T start to 1list all poople
1t will take too long. These three are the ones who come to
mind irmediatély qll have in recent yeara have passed away, I
recall early days, debating the morits of the school camping ldea,
The few opponents were nalting score the polnl that i‘b was folly
to think that schools should conduct camps, since, in ab least
one state where a 'atudy had been made, there were many vacancies
in the all recady satablishod camp., This fact was due to the abtudy
schools not exbtendin; their learning 8;tuations from the claag
room, to the realistic out of doora and choocse to do 8o,

ifuch has been sald concerning the standards of camping and
there is much effective work being done now by ACA standard
programs. It is red mlled that during 1940, there was an all out
offort to malke n begluning or advancement in the matter of
standards which would apply to camping, This was at a conference
held at Clear Take, Michipan. Another fine gentleman, Franit "eeley,
- seemed ‘to share the view of the rest thal we should spend more
affort in improving the practice of campln - of camping rather than
placing the 11d on top under which people sh.uld come. 'vw
felt that the 1id should be lelt uwpen, Ifforts in deferencc to
that were accomplished that seasion 13 a boolklet titled "Maris

of Ccod Camping." ia a friendly wes Lo bring everybody up to
Specinl Collections/Morris Librar
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Concerning the advancement of outdoor education and mtimmu
sohool campéng, another landmark should be noted at this step,
in relating some advance. It was in 1936 that through the march
of time, I was instrumental in producing the movie "YOUTH IN
CAMPS." Many of you have seen this and the demand is still
strong with the youth of this film, It ia signifisant to note
that the final sentences, as the f/lm ended, was a seenv of a small

group of campers and a counselor around the camp fire, and the
commentator quoted from the prepared script And so optimistie
~that tomorrow)s sochool youth will have an opportunity as a
regular part of the school curriculum o solve some of the
problems posad by life outdoors.

In that same film, Dr. John Dewey was rcached at his.,.....
esbate in Newfoundland and he stated, in answer to some specifie
question, (Iban't think of that quotes now,) but we'll get it
off of the film,

~ In 1940 it seemed the opportune time to establish & national
~ camp--a center for the preparation of leaders in this new, and
“effeetive instrument of mrﬁ edueation, é.inuo that time, at least
14,000 people have, in one way or another, been involved in the
Mational Camp Printing program for lesders in outdoor edueation
and sohool camping. Too, thore have besn many other leaders involved,
not only in other kinds of camping, but in varfous aspeets of . |
the educaticnal program, This included groups, hundreds of géoupo
of college students who came for ten days to mumu for
‘:;-“_oﬁbdoor education,
53  Generally, of this school osmp hud proven umu'. but it wes
folt that we mwst now, almost put up, or shut up eoncerning
the educaticnal effectivensss of this life out-of-doors, &s an




13
integral part of the currieculum, It was not easy to get
' New York cieyu Board of Education to agree in the joint eiperiment.
It was through the ertaéu of Dr. winmm Jansen, Miss Truda Wild,
Mr8+ess0e0I forget her name here, and George Chatfield (We
better check..Ceorge Chatfield, I think)(iwybe he died, maybe
before his time, but at any rate let¥s check). Finally e |
resolution was adopted which was submitted to the anré of Eduocation
and the proposition stated in these brief and pointed words,
"To see whether or not some leaynings could go in & favershle samp
onvinmne more eifactively than in aahool.“ The full details
of this vill eppear in the book whick, I hope, will not be too far
in the dietance, put some substance of the result must abe
gtated at this ﬁinu; ,Eotdlnal to say thﬂt the group that Same
%o oamp, wara an experimnntal group, dze not btinr thely
school books with thewm, gnd did not partieipatc in the formal |
class time a‘cudies. The program was antimly an azpox-imontal ome,
and had to do with urass realltias or living and 1earn1ng
together in amni; groupa under the favorable oamping anvironment.
One of the points on which ¥ insisted was, that, the experiment
should be givpn & thorough testing and tested accordinz to the
standard of CHamberlain¥d Teat, and "‘med to measure svahool progress.
Up to Wayne nghtnytono, and his staff to aet up the research projeet
and eonduct it, No tests were to be given :in the damp.
| The group that went to cemp was the fifth gru@c and the
seventh grade. The aixth grade was not forgotten, but it was left
out deliberately to see how quickly some fifth. graders would

rise to the sizth grade leveh in extensive experience and reasoning,
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‘and how far down the scale some seventh graders would ‘need to go
- 4n order to cope with the realitie: of the out-of-doors. whiu
aspect proved--the experiment proved most gratifying and was then
a8 we expected., The research technique waa’by....;;.....e.? |
Both groups were given batteries of tests to establish their status
schooled in respect to the things they were studying. AtJthz
end of the month, and upon veturn to school, the qxborimnntal
group, and the aschool groups were re-tesyed by other ssries and
batteries of tests to extablish and measure progress and and
school achievement in respect to their resular lessons, Most
of you, I'm sure, know the outcome of this startling study which
showad.that the camp for experimental gioupn measures far ahead
of those who stayed in school and pursued their regular lesso
by the hnur. It is, of ecurse, obvious that the tesis were

ON uogqeano:g
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succesaful, otherwise I would not have tle opportunity to be

here to tell you about 1%, | . T es

In addition to the advanoing over bLhe sohoolbgraup, those
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who participated in living in cawp gained in 1nnuméiubla'wny:
and various aspects of living together, sharing, and under their
general heading, as some call it, improvement in soccial living.

Is the progrem advancing throughout the U,5, at the present
time? Nearly every month, some new document appears, in some
part of the ecountry, anncuncing the hogiﬁning of new programs for-
or telling of increased vesluha anf jucecas of pltnna heres and
there. And having Juat rcturnad rvom & swing around the country,
it was a thrilling fact to note thet California now olaims

75,000 sehoo? (youths whe have spent at lemst one week in a camping

r /STTOIIST0N) T L
AL/ SUOL}UI| V) |

J{.q%"l S &AL-,(,A,

Kie



15

situation each year yWAZ/Myd/I¥dAY/d¥ under the susplces of the
Beard of Education. Léng Beach, California, now projects six
thousend campers for ths combng year, Michigan, the wedl-known
leader in the movement in the atate, is claiming at least $5,000
campgrs each year, in additicu, Liszre are nany other parts of the
program involving olass & part of the day or a full day, and are
nevessarily taking part, or not necessarily staying for the ruli
week of camping. Other parts of the couutry, in Indlana, Illinois,
New: 7lork, Ohlo, Kentucky, Florida, and no doubt many other states
report 1ncr§asing progress, It ls indeod a thrilling sight te
se0 that ,......5tate Park, ths school buses appearing at the
park with class rooms of children, and their teachers, & assiatants,
using the park and its facilities to further relate the thinrs about
which they try to read in the class rooms and find them in reality
in this fine educational park. The stafi of this park utyitem are
very effective in cooperating with the teachsrs &nd helpinc in
every way possible. These same things, undouttedly happems in the
country, if not, they soon will bs.

It can be stated, 1t should be stated here, the definition
that is given to outdoor education on many oecasions, that
outdoor edueation comprises all that learning involved in the
currioculum at any level, in any area, that can be best be carried
on outside the class room, out of doors. And school camping is
all of that learning, implied in the total school curriculum thatv

can best be carried on in a favorable camping environment.
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Perhaps it will be helpful, at this time, to make to state the
difference of the planes, outdoor education, including school
camping and organized camping as we knéw it. It is perfectly clear
that outdoor education including a ..trips by the hour, by the
half-day or daw, or day, and on to camp for a week or longer, is
in school time, There are very few, if ahy place§ where the £
schools operate such programs out of school time,

Organized camping as we know it in this country, m{ght beé
better referred tc for clarity's sake here, as camping outside
of school time; Nith‘thia simple definition and classification
I don't see hvow there can be any conflict of prhilosophy or views
or cross-wires of fecling of reaponsibilitiga fot one program or
the other. | | , |

invkho—ﬁiold—oiLodacatioa-have;iha—sehee}e~ané—eo&&egesrwbath
public—anmt-private /’

Those people who naturally have responsibilities for this
movement are the teachers in our schools, the principals, the |
superintendents, state deparfmenta of educ;tion. and representing
the governmetital interests, the U.S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION, Matched
along with these, having professiocnal concerns and interests are
all of those educational, ptofé;sional o?ganizations. dealing with
the schools and colleéeg as a whole and with'fhe various départments.
and the sﬁhject matter areas., The NEA with its various fields of

interest and organizations, each having a national set=-up or
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orgafnization which was the association for curricular developmant—=
second day school principals associationw-the elementary schools
principalsAassiciation—-and the many departments included in the
schpols, such as phyeical education, music, art, English, science
and all arbund the large circle.

It is significaht to point out that the patterns seems to be
in MIchigan fof all of these associations involved in the school
program have, for the most part, er at least, made a good progress
in absorbing the outdoor education philosophy of programs and a
part of each one's program, Many of these groups are very active
in stwydying and conducting activities within this field. Another
person, to whom real tribute should be paid'at this time, and who
has not ....died in recent years, Dr. Lee Thurston, state commissipner
of education, was a pioneer in interpreting this program and putting
it into operation, He leamned heavily upoh one of his associates
in the department at that time, namely, Jullan E, Shith,

While I am mentioning something about Michigan, anothex
pereon.to whom we owe a great debt of»gratitude and to one who
no longer is with us is, Petoff Myster, who was the head of the
conservation department and he and Mae Thurséon teamed together to
make a joint effort in using state facilities--parks and so forth=-
that were availaWle to them and how to use them. The resounding

success of this effort in one of the ogtstanding examples of goad
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team plans in state deﬁartments in this‘country, It is é pattern
that:can~well be emulated where ever--in ﬁaﬁy other states.,

It might be: stated, or it can be stated, in the light of all
the fo:egoing that the responsibilities for outdcor education.
including camping, could be placed.i.(try this again) Outdoor
education and all that this includes in the realm of education is
the chief responsibility of the organized forces of our schools
and colleges. all the professional agencien and schools are aware
of what this outdoor education means, but there is rapid increase
among these groups in becoming acquainted with, and utilizing, the
programs, |

It must be poihted out here,. to make cleax that outdsor
education is not a subject and it should not be treated as such,
Also, it is not a department within the school system. It applies
to all areas of learning, particularly in the out-of=doors,

It is therefore a responsibility to see to it that schools
take advantage of this program philéaophy, and that the responsiﬁility

would, in most instances, would rest chiefly with administration

s 3 on the local level and higher levels as well as in colleges, 2nd:
’i The Board of Education on the local level and the Boards of
Qihighax education on the listing level, @rds Superintendents of

ééschoals, p:xncxpala, teachers, and of course, the PTAvvand other

agenciea that are dealing or working closely with the schools,

1? r—'l
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Since this concept of program immanates from the class room,
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it is the responsibility of the elementary or secoﬁdary or college
teachers to re-organize courses of study or curriculum, and divided
on the basis of where things can best be learned-~inside the class
room==0r in the outéof~doora. Wherever possible, thevyoungstera
should be taken to places And situations where they can gain as much
first~hand experinece as possible, There is far too much learming
trusted to seCond, third, fburth. and fifth end of learning, and
there is no real raason for it,

In due time, and already well under way, much of material about
which children read, having been written by other people, is now
beginning to be written by the classroom children themselves,
as a result of their discove;ies. explorations and activities
carried on in the out-0f-doors. Nothing can match the first<hand
experience, when it comes to‘writing, and reading, Along with this
there are many evidences ¢f a new kind of research‘to be conducted

on elementary as well as, more advanced levels in our grade and
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high schools., It is hoped that, and expected, that this will
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swell into the higher levels, also, The school use of the out-
of-doors in a camping situation is a boon to our organized

camping movement,

The upsurge will be--as a result of this program and program
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content--not only the activities of the school children in the out-

of-doors by day——or for 4 a week's duration, but it will and is
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having an interesting effect on other camp programs, and this all
to the good,
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One of the effects of this upsurge 1s that camps are beginning,
and should appralse the programs to see if they also should not
be plﬁced on the same basis of consideration, mainly, that the
camp is the place to do those xind of things thal can dest be
done there, and leave to the city, and the schools and other
places the kind of experiences that can best be done in those
situations, If this simple program is carried out, indeed, our camp
progrems will change, drestically.

In school and in camp, there will be less conflict or no
conflict of departments, since departments would not be necessary,
particularly if a small group process is used. The out-of=doors
standpoint of subject matter content o.'fering is not dividéd
into departments or segments--it is a flow of experience all related,
and as youngsters move about, seeking, finding, discovering, they
themselves, along with the teacher are learning in the "integrated
fashion! or way. There are far more questions being raised by
campers as ﬁhey make these discoveries, thomselves, and the wise
teacher will start them on the inquiry of snswsring their own
questions, a percentage of which, can be answered by themselves
‘1f the wise teacher will lead them to that kind of regsoning.

Outdoor education including...giving school youth, and
. teachers the opportunity to adventure over varied periods of time
out-of=doors is relation to their classroom atudies; will increase
in an untold manner the realistic approach to living and learning.
The up-grading of first-hand experience will be a startlinge...
will provide for a atartling growth as we measure things In
education t'oday, and it is hoped, snd %1{3‘55941;)9@,3‘:” x;gfpgﬁm,y
use only. All

ust be to the original
y Illinois University,

Carbondale.
Collection No.




21
that this consultation in the sessions here will\ccnsider out-door
education as a chief function of our schools and colleces, And
in these places 1t should be the responsibility for all departments,
"and not the problem of any other sgency or greup, or'profeeaional
association,

It is welli tinav éamping-groups in and out of ACA-~particularly
ACA--should feel that outdoor education, as a fﬁnction of‘ofganized
educaéion and éll ACA members be sppraised of this fleld of activity
and 1ts program and help to understand it. Also, it is hoped that -
ACA members'will be in every way lend assistance wherever possible
and there are many ways In which individuals csn assist, particularly,
on the locgl level. | |

One of the most important areas of help ¢sn be In making
camping facilitiss available to schools. Theré is, creat need
for these facilitles, Far too many camps, with very heavy capltal
investment, lie 1dle nine or ten months of the year. An aégrnisal
of this situsiion, aﬁd making known to school authoritles where
camps are availab}e woulé be of constructive help., Througuout the
many stateé, theré are health laws--codes which apply to school
groups wherever they go--either in parks or in camps. ‘hese
groups are unde.: the guldance and sﬁrveillance, of these laws and
regulations the sesme as any opher groups. All other guides and
laws concerning humen conduct and morals and business practices
are likewise, under the auspices of,..well set up, under education

prodedures.
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Through these school laws the policy of education and boards
of higher éducation, qualificationsrfor teachers are established
and are being upgraded as new requirements are needed. When
teachers go into the outdoors for varying lengths of time, their
activities will be delt with ir the many channels already established
for school practice. Any new adjustments and interpretations would
be chiefly the responsibility of local boards of education and the
superintendent and his staff. I am & person long devoted to the
camp, and also have for: many years, an ardent membér of ACA, I
have long been established with the 1dea of outdoor education and
school camping, and it 13 clear in my mind, and I believe clear in
. detail..;Understanding the two, otherwise I could not have established
the outdoor educational association, if I hag any'feoling that there
was any conflict with any other existing nationgl organization.

‘What 1is needed here, it seems to me, is clarification, of terms
andvareas of interest and reaponaibilities of program, But most of
all, to join hands in these great arsas of interest and activity.{o_
Education is a recognized part of our American system and campingf
i1s a recognized movement of necessity and cne of high sﬁanding in:
its effact and Program. There 1s no conflict that should prevent
each othe¥ frem.., .

I ¢an speak with much feeling and knowledge in the organized
camping avea, and knew full'weli; there 1s mush that needs to be
done in a program of enrichment removing harmful reglmentstion
and improvemént of methods in camp programs,

There is no good reason to regiment and schedule camp activitieo
and dividd them into departments, a8 so0 often 1s fgung in schools,,.

and 1s too often found in schools,
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Orggnized camping ard camps contribute much to education by
leéding the way in the out-of-schcol -camping orogram, by using
the highly 1mpnoved methods in helping campers learn, rather than
usiing the out-moded methods which even schools abhor. Camps
are free to do this, and it is to be hoped that, one of the great
advancements in organized campinngill be improved praétice--
1mprovement‘1n the message of learning. |

I hope your-patiencelhas not ended, and that you will fully
understand a rather difficult task has been for me to speak in this
manner, I hope you will takefit tron Lﬁe'standéoint 8f my deep
sincerity and my oreat concern for all of us to use more wisely and
fully the great advantages found in eiplorlng. living, and learning
in the out—of;doors for all peopla, in all times, ander all
oircum?tanceSJ' May your dellberations bring clarity and uuanimity
and dedication to better living and camping in the out-of-doors.’

Hova, Hova, Hoya.
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