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Three dimensional forms is the RDA term. 
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The OLAC best practices document covers all the RDA elements used in cataloging objects. 
This workshop does not and cannot cover all the details presented in the guide. Please 
refer to the guide for detailed explanations and examples.
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Is this an object or is it an manuscript (better described with DCRMMSS or DACS)? It’s up to 
you and your institution’s priorities and policies.
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More definitions at: https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/fixedfield/tmat.html

6



Consider a commercially distributed set of dishes or set of drill bits or box of 
commemorative coasters to be analogous to a multipart monograph (ie a set of books).
Anti-slavery dessert service is an example of a collection-level record.
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This is the same for nearly all objects.
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See Sound Chimney record for an example with a personal creator (100 field).
Examples on this slide are from Uncle Tom's cabin souvenir silver spoon.
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OLAC recommends using the 588 note to record this note. Note on source of title is the 
only note that is always required according to the OLAC Best Practices.
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Consider this similar to the difference between a (published) book and a manuscript. Again, 
cataloger’s judgement applies and your decision will often be based on what you know of 
the item’s history and context.
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How much information to supply is cataloger’s judgement.
Publication statement RDA 2.8
Distribution statement RDA 2.9
Manufacture statement RDA 2.10
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How much information to supply is cataloger’s judgement.
Publication statement RDA 2.8
Distribution statement RDA 2.9
Manufacture statement RDA 2.10
Example from Votes for women blue bird sign record.
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There is a fair amount of cataloger’s judgement at play here. 
“Outside the resource” can include the cataloger’s own personal knowledge of history, 
geography, etc.
Examples from Uncle Tom’s Cabin souvenir spoon and Votes for Women Tea cup and 
saucer.
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Example is from Pincushion of Cheltenham Female Orphan Asylum School of 
Industry (#7)
Sound Chimney record is an example of a hand-made object that is not unique—an edition 
of 100 was created for commercial distribution by the artist.
Production statement RDA 2.7
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Examples from:
Record #2
Record #5
Record #1
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In the case of the pincushion (#7), cloth is the base material, thread is applied, and red and 
green are the colors.
The Uncle Tom’s Cabin souvenir spoon (#2) has illustrative content.
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Neither RDA nor the OLAC Best Practices guide prescribe a choice of thesaurus for genre 
terms. Getty AAT is just one I use frequently.
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