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EDUCATION AND THE SUMMER CAMP
AN EXPERIMENT

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The sending of children to the country for vacations during the
summer has long been a definite and important part of organized
welfare work in New York City. This movement has been in ex-
istence for over filty years and has been steadily growing in scope
and importance. The selection, assembling, and sending of the
children have in the past been the major concern of the welfare
agencies. It has been only in recent years that these agencies
have given more scrious consideration to the aims, program
of activities, and methods used in caring for the children in
these vacation places. This field study deals with the problem
in general, but in particular with the program and activitics of
two specific camps or summer vacation places which have heen a
part in this big movement.

The plan for the reorganization and operation of a summer camp
program, as described in the following pages, has been carried
out over a four-year period in two summer camips sustained by
Life’s Fresh Air I'und. This association, sponsored hy Life
Publishing Company of New York City and supported entirely
by voluntary contributions from friends and readers of the maga-
zine in all parts of the world, was organized in 18871 Tt main-
tains two camps—Life’s Boys’ Camp, Camp Raritan, located near
Pottersville, New Jersey, and Life’s Girls’ Camp, located at
Branchville, Connecticut. The boys’ camp provides places during
the summer for six hundred and filty children, and the girls’ camp
for four hundred and twenty-five children. i

The sending of children to the country for vacations by wel-
fare agencies has been known as “fresh air work,” a term in
common use among welfare agencies. In the beginning the
work consisted mainly of getting the children off the hot streets,

1 Life’s Fresh Air Fund is only one, however, of many welfare agencies in New York
City devoting their efforts to providing better camping opportunitics for needy city
children.




