COMET

A Primary Source Analysis Framework

Use the following framework to “source” your document. This analysis helps you think as a historian to analyze the
value/utility of the source and understand its limitations.

Title and Date of
Document

Type of Document

Framework Guiding Questions Assessment/Notes

e What events or trends surround
this document’s creation?

e What was going on in the U.S2?

C Context Around the globe?

e Who is the author/speaker?
What do we know about him/her
and their background?

o Origin e What is the author’s purpose in

creating/presenting this

document?

e What was the main message of
this document? What does the

author/speaker mean to
M Meamng/Message communicate?

o Who is the audience this is
directed at?

e What characteristics do they

E Eyes and Ears have?

o Where was this delivered to its
audience?

e What is the tone, mood,
emotions, or feelings that are
associated with this document?

T Tone




Analysis:

1.  What is the value/utility of this document? What can we learn from the document contained within the
source? What factors make this source useful? What can we learn about the time and place it was created?

2. What are the limitations of this document? What limitations of bias might exist? What factors make it less
useful?

Final Conclusions: What conclusions can you draw about this time, place or period in history? How is it related to
other developments in the context of the time? How might it lead or relate to events that have yet to happen, in the
larger context of this document?



