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Foreword

Proponents of camping education maintain that camping provides
a vital means of meeting many of the objectives of education. It is
their contention that the achievement of these objectives is a function
of the meaningful situations in which learning at camp takes place,
situations in which learning and doing are one. They also claim
that the values of practical democracy can be acquired by our growing
citizens more realistically and dynamically in a camping background.
Such important claims constitute a challenge to educators. Several
school systems in the United States have incorporated camping into
their programs. Experts like John W. Studebaker, U. S. Commis-
sioner of Education, and Bess Goodykontz, Director of Elementary
Education Division, the U. S. Office of Education, forecast a major
trend in camping education,

In view of this trend in camping education, the scientifically
minded educator seeks proof of the values of outdoor education as a
part of the regular school program. Possibly because of the many
intangible factors involved, such as measurement of interpersonal
relationships, this kind of experimental research is conspicuous by its
absence. In fact, one searches in vain for a body of evidence to
substantiate the claims of school camping enthusiasts. The school
administrator is therefore confronted with the necessity of initiating
research in an attempt to answer such provocative questions as the
following:

Is educational camping an effective medium for meeting the
objectives of education?

Is educational camping a unique medium for extending pupils’
experiences in living together democraticaily?

Should camping education be integrated into the school program?

The study which follows describes an experiment undertaken by
the Board of Education of the City of New York in cooperation with
Life Camps, and with the aid of the Lindlof Camp Committee for
Public School Children. It is hoped that within the pages of this
report will be found answers helpful in guiding the thinking and
action of school administrators.

—WILLIAM JANSEN



