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Summery by Mr. L. B, 8herp, Executive Director, Life Camps and
huomi Camp, New York, Hew York, of the discussion group on "Current Camp-
ing Problems” given at the Friday mornming session, October 3, 1941, of the
26th Netionel Recreation Congress, held at the Lord Baltimore Hotel, Balti-
more, Maryland: ’

MR. L, B, SHARP: I, too, will make & dive for thet free Coca-
Cola. They are free, however, and you can all have &s many as you want,
But, the thrill is in the chase, and I am told that there is alse & thrill

in a chaser, We will also have to be chesing treins et the same time.

Camping is too broad a subject to present in & few moments. How-
ever, the general conception of camping fundementally is too limited. You
iiod ats e upnll Riusnd EBond 0k DU, Soants it Binl.  Thing s aidh
to do is to lift our eyes and our vision to & broader concept of 1life out of
doors, to a pattern of life, a way of living, something larger in a newer
education to come. The discussion approsched that, got very close to it,
but did not quite get into it. The meeting on the whole was like a goigoonl
&nqnot spread, august participants, a chief carver and an audience, with
mry'body ready to taste and devour the delectebles, un& then things happened.
ﬁy, there were so many problems raised and suggested for the menu at this
camping bangquet that there wasn't room for theam in tho‘ room, although all
the windows were raised. Discussion of suggestions for the menu mede it
imposeible to taste some of the items. There was not time enough for all.
The ¥eldorf salad of winter camping, egparagus tips on toast, values of
group living, the dessert of family camping, and the spiritusl demi-tasse

were left untouched.
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Leaders, Miss Ruby J oliiffe, Mr. Wes Klusman - and, we were fortunste to have,

4in the absence of Mr. Julisn H, Selomon ard Mr, H, B, Mesters, our beloved

Captain 8111, whom you in recreation eircles throughout the country know,

He moved very quickly from one chair to another atteapting to cover both

seats,

Now, there was plenty of light in the room so there was brillience
enough to cover all that we hed time to devour,

"What is & camp?" was an interesting question, but that, too, was

one of those lit.t.lo hors d'oeuvres of which there was not enough, Its mean-

ing renged from merely & place in the country where you can ge to scrateh

poison ivy to the ideal way of life or loving to live in the out of doors.

)

The chief problem, it seemed, was the camp director himself, The
reason for him being the chief problen né that he is afraid to go camping,

That analysis might aptly apply in other fields of cnﬁonvar, recreation and
education,

The counselors sesmed to be another important proluu, that of
how and where to get qualified lesders, It was regretied that some of them
are going into the service of Uncle Sanm becsuse that upsets the cemp program,
But some of them can lesrn a lot camping for Uncle Sem.

The training of leadership was important. This topie was inade-

not to a shortage

qut.tly treated due to lack of time and,of telent or ideas, Adequately

trained leaders is one of the greatest needs in the canping movement.

The age limit was discussed. That seemed to be & very ainor
subjeet but it was rather interesting that a child was defined in terms of
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liomesickness was an interesting but & ndnor problem, and & novel
method of handling 1t was to meke the homesick child an aide in the elintc
The problem back of that, of course, is far more fundamental, It is re-
gretted thet there was not a chance to go into the question enough to say thet
& personalized approach and a challenging program is a better wey to solve
the prohlo_n. |

Relsing of stendarde wes suggested as a way of improving the whole
practice of camping in the United States., This would undoubtedly be so to
the extent there could be agreement as to what constitutes standards. Con-
ferences are being held,' however, and researches are being mede to point out
ways of ralsing the standards in cemp., There is the danger, however, in
fmltn; prectice rether than freeing end improving it.

Another very interesting topic was co-education. You can alweys
get an interesting, really juley, luscious discussion on co-education in
camping. So, true to form, it was on the menu and sampled. But you can
well put this point in your notes that the noat important provision necessary
to mske a success in co-education camping 18 to have & stalf of high qmluyy
Then it was also suggested to have women counselors for boys and men counsel-
ors for girls. Wow!l And a feminine veice oxpruud the sentiment of the

_mup, perhaps: "Not a bad i-d-s-a".

Day camps were suggested as an important astep in things to come
in spreeding the cemping movement, and they have already made a splendid
eontribution.

Many meetings have reported that the school Janitor is a decided
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problem and a deterrent to reereation progress, but I want to assure you that
there was no school janitor problem discussed. Camping is too fer out in the
woods for him.

Democraey in camps wes suggested and discussed at some length., It
is hoped we will do more real camping in smaller groups as a practical wey of
reaching that worthy idesl,

 Some comsiderstion was glven to the type of orgenization set-up
in & camp and the relationship to results in personality growth, There is a
relationship. The question of decentralizetion neturally followed, There
is a definite trend toward deeontx;lllnuon -~ Lo divide campers up into
smaller cohesive groups putting them on their own. It was refreshing to see
this point stressed in such an 'ilpolrtnnt way. It is e delecteble dish which

has been served in spoonfuls et times, and now I hope this association will
bring on the whole bowlful,

Defense naturally took a prominent place. Camping at its best is
probably one of the best preparations and one of the best dofonsi programs,
80 be it, and that is true for now and for the future. There were some
suggestions in the name of defense - "Did without duu‘rt', "gathered
huckleberries and sold them", and "put on benefit shows". That is all good;
it shows & heart. But it should be added thet it will take & lot of berry

- picking te influence defiuu needs and oauping for Americe in a very vital

way. Wr. Klusman, from the Boy Seouts, indiceted that "we need practice

in organizing people in living out of doors to meet practieal situations®,

War is awful, but if it takes bombs to drive people into the
woods, and if we have to have bombs eventually, some good might come from

it. That is one way of getting people into the woods. I would hate to see
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this method used to promote cup:lngi

Transportation was discussed fervently, and the kernel out of that
question is to say that while school buses are being used a lot for trans-
porting children to camp, put it down in your notebooks to work out & plen
to change the direction of most of the school buses in Americe, At least
& large part of them and for & part of the school time are going in the

: with children.
wrong direction, Fill the buses &s usual and head for the open spaces as
part of the school progream.

At this lovely banguet, just as we were ready to eat some

chicken
of this new caamping odueution,\-hich the waiters had brought right up in
front of us, we sniffed it, end then they took it awgy, and we had weiners.
Kow, orgcouru, there are many interésting ways to cook weiners, and some-
times you think you are eating chlcken, but you really are not. I urge this
associstion to partake lavishly of the cemping education chicken -- American
youth like it. Camping should beeome &n integral part of the educetional
system of Americe, It is the next and beqt Step in education, and it is
time to take it.  (Applause)
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