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'°“k°"'°‘ NOTES TAKEN FROM TUNE OPENING ADDRESS

by Dr. L. B. Shérp,
Director Life Camps '
at the »
FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING, December 9, 1946, of “the ASSOCIATION

OF SOUTHEASTERY STATE PARK DIRECTORS

I consideﬁsit a great honor to accept your invitatioﬁ
to confer with you in,E;; Fifth Annual Meeting of the Associa-
tion of Southeastern State Park Directors.

While this morning you have been discussing details of
maintenance and operation, I am sure there was back in your
minds the more important aspect of your program, namely, what
1i£e in the open will do for people, through maintenance,

operation, construction, and all of those angles of the work

are essential. But they are to no avail unless the effect

upon the peeople by using your facilities bring about in indi-
- \

viduals a better attitude toward one another and a feeling of
pride and respect for our country. Here especially is where I
strike common ground with you this morning, as‘we talk about a
program of greoup camping, which chiefly would benefit our young
people. I hasten to add df course that I am interested in camping
for all pecople,

To set the basis for considération of some of the matters
I wish to present to you this morning, let us take a look at a
few important matters, It was not long ago our country, and in

fact the world, was in a high state of jitters and fear, all

becanse of the atomic bomb, Perhaps you have heard enough of

that, Put we have not heard enough of it, Frankly I hope we
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will hear a lot more, not about tﬁe atomic bomb so much as
stomie energy., The world had and still does have just cause
to be fearful of the bomb., It was a horrible, ghastly thing.
But have you noticed in recent months the shift of cenversa-
tion has been to emphasize atomic energy. The more we know
of its possible uses for the good of mankind, to that extent
fear will be eliminated of its more horrible possibilities.
The discovery of fire was a benefit to man and yet it too can
be a horrible thing, and just recently we have had an example

of this in the worst hotel fire. You experience the hazards

-of fire in your forests and you are fearful. Lveryone fears

fire, but we could hardly live without it. Water is essential
but, téo, it is a horrible thing when uncontrolled, The same
can be saild for.electricity, and many other elements, It is
how -we use atomic energy that mankind will be Jjudged. Those
who will be chiefly responsible for the use of atomic energy
as well as other forces, ‘are our younger generation, And here
I would like to point out another kind of energy, far more
potent than even atomic energy, and that is the "atomic energy
of American Youth." Ve oldsters are important, but to a large
extent we are over the dam, so to speak. Our greatest contri-
bution teo the fﬁture of our country aﬁd mankind is to see that
theAyoungsters can do a better job than we have done. Now let
us see who this younger group is. In reund figure; thare are
about 27,000,000 of those of school age. Approximately 2,000,000
each year arrive at high school graduation'age er 17 to.17%.
Every twelve months there is another 2,000,000 fine young men

and women., It is of interest to point out that approximately
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727 of them graduate from'high schbol. Only 104 of those Qho
graduafe\from high school go on to any institution of higher
leafning, and half of that number are ill suited to/Z?ilege

to which they go. How many do you suppose are now going on

to some higher institution of learning? We are told that the
percentage is much lower than 104, It may well be only about
57, That is caused of course by the deluge of G.I.'s and no
doubt it is right that they should have priority. It is esti-
mated that it will be four or five years before the G. I.'s
enrollment will level off, giving the young people a better
chance at higher education. But ybu see higher education is
not a solution for this large number of young Americans, Here
is whé£ I would call the greatest blind spot in edication, and
we hav e had it for many years,

Soon and immediately this country must face the situ-
ation and extend educational opportunities beyond high school
for a vastly greater number than we have ever provided for
béfore. This calls for new Kkinds 6f educational pursuits, and
I would say these new institutions provide foé the four basic
thingsz:

l. Working experience.

2. Study co-related with work.

3. Group living. |

4, Cooperation with all kinds of enterprises in

| industry, business, public service, parks,
communities, municipalities, etc,

To go into this phase of it it may take us astray

from our chief topic here this morning, so I leave it at this

—3-
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peint,

Wé have heard a lot about compulsory military train-
ing, and™our nation does not seem much interestedbin that.

It is a big issue, and to argue that here is not quite the
point, except it has implications upon how the energy of our
young people shall be most profitably used, We can not ignore
the expense in these various ventures either. At one time the
program of compulsory military training for a million was esi=.
mated to be anywhere from two te two-and-a-half million dollars.
You gentlemen take your pencils and do a little figuring and
see if you could evolve a plan that would use that money, and
perhaps more effectively develop young people in their habits
and character, and also to render service te our communities,
state and nation.

We all are concerned that whatever is done with young
people in our vast educational system and other endeavors, there
shall accrue to each person an inculcation of democratic ideals,
a respect for his country, himself and others. How shall we get
people to appreciate'this great country of ours? Ve are sugfer-
ing greatly, and always have, from the segmentation of people.
One section of the country separated from the other. We are
impreving our intersectional relationships., The automobile,
the radie, the airplane and all transportation has helped, but
in the main people stick at home. I should like to see our
educational program provide that every youngster, before he
léavés the grades, the elementary school, to have travélled at
least 5,000 miles from his home base, preferably as a part of

his school program. Before graduation from high échool I should
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like to see that jumped up to 10,000 miles, and certainly
increése\to 25,000 or 30,000 for college education. It is

quite amazing when we realize that a vast majerity of our
teachers who are responsibite for ihe education of our children
o not get out of their own state. How dan we get any semblance
of understanding or appreciation of our country when we stay

in 6ur own back yard most of one's life?

I was qguite embarrassed recently~in speaking with a very
distinguished educator from British South Africa, where only 37
of all the children get any kind of schooling. Yet this African
in his native dress, asked me how we saw to it that our young
people And others, got acquainted with people of other sections.
He saié "You call them States, don't you?. We need to develop
this getting acquainted program in my cbuntry. Perhaps you

could help us."™ It was indeed a bit embarrassing to me, as I

" had not much to offer., Ve have made some good efforts however

in that direction but not far enough.

Now I am very much concerned, yes greatly concerned,
because so many people and particularly in oué public groups,
local, county, stat;, who aré Just sitting and licking their
chops, waiting for another C. C. C. or its equivalent to come .

along so they can build more roads and stuff, I hope that you

gentlemen are not in this group., The C. C. C., so far as

'production is concerned and even to the benefits of some of

the young men, was undoubtedly good. That is not the peint
I am making. I am finding fault with the conception of the
pregram. It was brought about in a period of catastrophe.

I guess we have a habit in this country of walting until a-
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catastrophe is about to hit us, and then we rally. After the

last war the situation of our young people became so.desperate
that som#thing had to be done. The C. C. C. was born. A young
person had to be in iegal terms a pauper,'at least he had té be

Judged as econemically dependent, It amounted to nothing but

a palliative and a bit of sociad salve. Therefore it was not

fundamentally a éound program. I hope, and do not believe, it
should happen that weyagain. As a matter of fact I do neot ?e-
lieve American yeuth will accept a program of education based
upen a program of relief, and frénkly I do not think they should,
We had just as well face the issue in this country ;nd do these
things because it is right and good, and/gg it realistically is
an -enormous program but we can not dodge it much longere.

When you get back to your offices dig up the records and
find out what the cost of the C. C. C. program was in your state,
Even in your own park program do you think you could devise a
program in cooperation with your state department of edication
and other groups concerned, a plan that would become an integral
part of a youth training progrém for your state that would be
better than the C. C. C.7 Could you operate it more efficiently
with less waste and get better results? Further, could you
include also programs for the young women as well as the young
men? It is not radical to think 'in these terms for the United
States., Go back home and start the bLall rolling, Let us not
wait to be teld what to do. It is dangerous to wait.

Just one more point about this "youth atomic energy" that
is so precious for this country. After V-J Day and up to now,

the reservoir of this youth energy is beginning to pile up =
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2,000,000 of them a year, and we .now have about 3,000,000,
What has’ happened to them? Where are they? What are they
doing? By the first of the year ve will have another million
and within a period of three to four years we will have at
least four to six million unempleyed youthl! And mark yeu
employment of y&ung people is on the decrease, That reser-
voir is filling up fast and the time is short, I dislike
and do not want te be thought of as presenting this as a
fear program, Let us think and act realistically and do it
on purpose. Ve would net let valuable building material lie
idle, and this is as good a place as any to state that should
we nol’ consider coneervation in its broadest way, as not just
conserving for posterity. Let us remember that much of our
posterity is alive today. Therefore conservation means wise
use of natural resources.

_ this is

Let us go further, and/zarxigxxr not a new idea to you
I'm sure, and say the wise use of natural and human resources,
If you are in agreement‘we are off to further-consideration
of the topic at hand.

I hope you all have a fine respect for group camps
as a part of your porgram and I believe you do have, other-
wise you would net have invited me here to discuss the question
as one of the main topics of your conference.

As I glanced over the reports of these 11 southeastern
states, tlhere were 38 group camps in all, mostly of the Scout,
Church greups, FFA, 4-H Club, etc., In 1945 you reported a

total of 124,768 camper days in 11 states, As good as that
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is, it is far too little. But I understand your program is
growing and the demand is increasing, arnd that is good., There
are many types of camps and you are familiar with the usual

ones, Of course you do not have private camps in yecur areas.

The country over, inciuding all kinds of campe, private and
erganization, a generous estimate is that they reach only 57 of
our youth, What abeut the 955 7 That is a public responsibility.
That means you and particuiarly your state department of eduéa-
tion, and including all of our scﬁools as well as municipal camps
for adults. Thére is not a very clear idea as to what camping
is, Regreftably it has in the main been a movement to take |
.youngsters from the city, bag and baggage, and even their pro-
graﬁs of what they deo including their whistles, bells, inspec=-
tiens, honors, awards, emblems,/iegimented feom of organizatien,
taking it all to the woods, stirred around a bit, changing a

few names - and call it camping! Upon even casual examination

it is a continuation of a rather highly regimented pattern of
living, and so much of it is not worthy of the name of real
camping.

You know the story of the city youngster whe, for the first
time saw the great forest areas. Looking at it he saw nothing
but trees and space, and said: "What a lousy place this is,

Not a street to play in."™ \

What I am worried about is that a lot of people felt

sorry for him, thié lad, and are building him streets to play

in in our forests, I hope you are not guilty. You see this

strikes gt the roots of a ma jor policy. Are you going to give
youth and ., ple what they want, or are you going to lead them

Original housed in the SCRC, SIUC, Carbondale, IL 62901. Permission to publish or cite extensively must be requested in writing to the Director of the SCRC
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inte the best that the forest and open spaces can do for them?
In other werds, what they need., Any pélicy based upon pre-
viding enly for what people want is doomed to disappeintment
because people only want what they know.
With our country so dominantly urban-minded you can
count oen it that they will want mostly things of the city.
They will clamor for baseball diamonds, tennis courts and all the
rest, and even a street to play in, and you will provide it for
them, The other policy calls upon you to broaden your visien
and leadership to‘gite real intelligent, positive and tactful
leadership.
, To get back to _camping, I think of it as loving te
live in the woods and epen spaces. And as leaders and teachers
we want . to teach the people to love to live iﬁ the woods and
open spaces, and you can't do that on a tennis court or in a
riding lane or on a basketball court, or a lot of other city
activities.
Now we have a basis for group oamping} Briefly I
g want to discuss a bit further the organizaticn. Generally,
camping is divided into two types: centralized and de-cen-
tralized, The centralized plan which I have already touched
upon, dotes upon regimentation. They love "mess" halls. They
love a tidy, scheduled program of activities hour by héur,
throughout the day, separated by whistles, bugles or bells,
and a concern for being a few minutes late for ‘each event,
Imagine being 10 minutes late out in the forest! Or imagine

that when 9 o'clock comes you inspect the living quarters to

-G
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seé how manytpoinps,dne?cébin;gaiﬁs ob-iokés:: And imagine
when it gémeéléround to the 4 or 5 o'clock period, they have
the unbelievable opportunity of "free play!"™ Free play in
the woods/ |

I have no regard for material motivators, 'such as
prizes, cups, emblems, awards, etc. They are not needed.

The mysteries, the beauty, and the chaldenge of living are
quite sufficient, and we have not beguh to explore its possi=-
bilities., More-important, the damage done by centralization
or mass camping is preventing our yeung people from individual
participation.

Regretably our educational system is largely on the
mass pr;duction basis and we should not inject it inte our
beautiful open spaces. The central issue of course is leader-
ship. People continue to do the things they know how to do.
They have not been taught how to live in small groups and to
appreciate the land. As I stated, we are an urban minded
nation., Approximately 627 of our populatien l%ve in cities
of over 10,000, But for our purposeé here, a better figure
is to say that the real urban pepulation is 80#. You can see
the domination that we have to work against. Se¢ I hope you
will not add to the centralization of group camping, but will
make, if you have not already done so, an immediate about face.
Construction costs are less and individual benefits are in-
finitely greater.

A bit about de-centralization. The word itself is
forceful. It means dividing the campers into small groups

ef 6.or 8 with adequate leadership. And I would say it means
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two adults to each groupﬁ_apdjeéchlgréup<tp.establish its home
in theiwoéds-ahgkbb oh itsMown as ‘much as posSibie..-Thé }outh
will respond and eme eager for it. -5
_ for children

If in our Life Camp program/we have made any contribution
te camping, it is in this area. For 19 years now we have oper-
ated our three children's camps on a decentralized plan ergani-
zation. 1In a Caﬁp of 85 youngsters there would be 10 small
camps scattered around in the woods, not too clese together
and not teoo far apart, each as a family, a small camp on its
own. It appears to be a very rugged experience, and it is,
Yet it is not too rugged. Our chief difficulty is keeping the
youngsters from doing too much. Briefly there are five areas of
living in this type of camp. A few words about each may be help-
ful,

FOOD

A dominant interest of all humans, and you can count
on it, I have never seen it fail, People are interested in
food at least three times a day and usuvally four. When there
is such a recognized need as food, then is the time to bring in
a lot of things. Do not deprive the youngster an opportunity
to help decide what he should have.

MENU PLANNING

He will be interested in what he should have from a
nutritienal standpoint, marketingg per capita cost, cartage to
his small camp, ptotection of feed from the elements and insect
life, and of ceurse the cooking of the food.

Then, teo, he will see the nécessity of building a fire

for cooking, baking, gathering wood, cutting and splitting, are

-l]l]le
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not
essentials. He can/do these under intelligent leadership

without oceming te realistic grips with practical conservation.
Our youngsters on an average, including 8 te l6-year olds,
will plan and cook two to three meals a day. Some of the
grouﬁs will average more.
SHELTER ¢

The second area is shelter, They have a free hand,
of course under intelligent leadership, te design and build
various types of shelter - tepee, lean-te, round-te, Hogans,
Flategans, covered wagons, and I hope new types to come. The
urge in youth to build is strong. Give it full sway. If you
build a shelter with nothing left for the youngster te do but
move in you are preventing good education., Incidentally, yeu
are wasting money and increasing maintenance and operatioen.

I am afraid that park people generally have already
committed-the great sin of standardization, insofar as group
camps are concerned, Programs should determine structure.

If you build a structure first you have frozen program. When
- the youngsters design and build it, it is what they need. It
is a better pfodedure. Are you worried about destroying forests
and the leoks? Have no fear, The best conservation is practiced where
the use of the forest is necessary to living. You can not touch
conservation through a program of restriction., ZThExtkkrExaxeax
SELF-OCCUPATION

The third area is self-occupation and the meaning of this

is already:implied. Free space, free time to use. as one feels

the necessity and has the .desire, You will find far more ini-
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tiative being used, more resourcefulness will be developed,
and a érigter amount of constructive and cooperative inde-
pendence. It is self-occupation versus direction.

We have already put tee many crutches under people
and under youth, At least let us take some of them away when
we have such a good oppertunity.

SPIRITUAL UPLIFT

sted in writing to the Director of the SCRC

The fourth area is spiritual uplift. Again by impli-
cation you can see what is meant here., I do not know teo what
church each of yeu belengs, nor.how your spiritual self is
rooted, but there is one thing sure - the more you knew about

the earth and its treasures, secrets - the more you live out on

’
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the earth, the more will come to you a deeper sense of spiritual
values, To illustrate, let me repeat a poem a 1l5-year old boy

wrote in our camps, @ne night as I walked past one of the small

-

camps, it was rather late. One hoy was sitting by a leg in
front of the dying embers of their little campfire. I asked
him if he should not be in bed. He said "Yes,'but I had te
finish this first," and he was writing something on a piece
of paper. I said "Goodnight, Joe" and left him alone in that
beautiful starlit night. The next day he said "Would you like
to see what I wrote last nighte" His poem was called
Night, What is the Night?
A dark and fearsome thing
That causes us to tremble
P N To bend eur knees and pray for light?
:Ah;~n§}"Itfi§jdﬁty, itAis Beauty

Borne of peace and Rest from earthly strife

-13=
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A part of eternity . is the
Beauty of the night"

fou can't get that sitting on "Theity-thoid Street

and Thoid Avnue" nor en the streets of any other city. You

have to live out in it. And you can't get it following a

a regimented pattern of camping,

There are many more considerations of the small group

and de-centralized procedure, but to save time I will briefly

summarize the values of decentralization and the camptivity

procedure,

1.

A greater amount of the mest wholesome personality

growth and development for each camper.

‘2.

3e

4.

8.

They will live deeper in the woods.

Each staff member will centribute more because
they will have a wider range of vital experiences,
There is the best opportunity for the application
of the principles of group work, and this means

the inculcatien of the person of democracy without

ever using the word,
Construction and maintenance costs are less,
It puts emphasis upon real counselorship, as

coungellors live and share with the campers in

all things.

It is educationally better, as mere of the sound
principles in learning can be applied better than

in any ether situation.,
It is better creatively, as the campers recognize

their needs and are quick to respond in improvising
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and being resourceful to provide for their own comfort, welfare

and happfhess.

9.

10.

11,

12,

13.

Now

There is less tendency to copy and follow city
administration and metheds.

The program is easier to adjust to individual needs.
There 1s greater participationby ald in a wider range
of activity, and most of it is excitingly realistic,
The program emphasizes exploration, discevery and
adventure, and certainly vigoreus living.

There is less tension and strain on the campers and
staff. There is no need, as is often the case, fer
a vacation after being to camp. The way many camps
end the season on a crescendo and climaz of compe-
titions, it is enough to break any youngster's
nervous system., It should not be that way.

as briefly as possible let us consider the application

of group camping te education. Time does not permit a therough

going treatment of thie, but we can touch upon & few of the most

important angles. I want to make clear of the terminelegy camping

and outdoor

education. I am preposing here that our schools through-

out the country should move into the out of doers as much as possible

as an integral part of the educational pregram.

out of door education

means Jjust what it says., The nub of this is the application of a

well-recognized principle in learning, namely, that you learn mest

through direct experience. It has been proven and has not been

refuted - everyone agrees - that you learn moest threugh direct

R, o
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a deeper appreciation and understanding of those things you get

first-ﬁand. Check it over in your own experience and see if you

do not agree. I am not saying that everything should be learned
of

through experience., Reading is # vital importance and should be

he Director of the SCRC

clesely related to experience. It is the separation that I am
pprosed to. In eur crowded system of education and curriculum
text book lesson assignment, recitation procedure, it is still
largely an academic process and thus the youngster is in danger
of separating act from thought. We have ample evidence of that
these days. People knowing how te use words and they sound
brilliant, but de not know whereof they speak., The reality ef

experience is a powerful leveling force and brings sense to jaded

%
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dodbeptb and nerves, We have lost contact with the soul and
those things of nature which are vital te a balanced understanding

and what might be call&d as a philesophy eof life bread enough

-

and deep enough to bring about a basis for understanding and ce=-
operation,

Here then, is the thesis about which outdoor education
rests., It is so simple that it has been missed through all of
these years in the practice of our system of free educatioen.

That which eught and can best be learned (in respect to any subject
matter at any level, elementary, high schooi and college) inside
the classroom should there be learned, and that which can best be
learned through direct experience outside the blassreom dealing
with native materials and life situations, should there»be learned
through difcct eXperience, | | ﬂ

What will this do te:-our -educational system? It is for

the teacher, the curriculum maker and the adhinistrator. Take
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any-subject you want, at any level, Read what thé student is
supposéd to know and understand, and see where you think it can
best be iearned. Most subject matter comes from outside the
classroem, not inside, And if the principle on learning that

I mentiened is sound, will you please tell me what in the world
we are waiting for?

We had a'™attle of the bulge" in this last war, and there
is a sort of a battle of the bulge in our schools. The youth are
bulging the sides of the school walls, eutwardly staring out out
the windews and wanting reality as a part of their learning., A
youngster plays "heoky". Se many hookies makes him a truant, Seo
much truancy may make him a delinquent, and everyone is opposed
to delinquéncy. Yeu can have a meeting at any time or place te
talk about juvenile delinquency. You can raise money to fight it.
But te get education out of doors where the kids want a goed deal
of it in the first place, is a tough and slow procedure., Put en
with the battle of the educational bulge.

Perhaps a story might make clear some of the indications
of this, I visited a cut in a mountain road in a certain state.
The cut was te widen the read and straighten out a curve. It was
autherized and done by a State Highway Department, no thought of it
being an educational venture. This cut laid bare the 1n;ide of a

part of a mountain for abeut 45 feet. A quick study of this exposed

ke interior of our earth was a magnificent display of the layers of

soil sediments, stone, clay, céal, fossils, and all representing
approximately two and a half mi11ion years. A rgfqrence~book of.
the finest sort at no cost_tq:e@iqapion, at noe cost to the schools,

éid not need a libranian tel guard it nor to check Tt out, exposed for
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community twe miles away, the stoery ef how the earth was formed
was referred te 12 levels during the elementary and high school
educatien, and where do you suppose the text beoks told about

evidences of how the earth was formed? There were pictures and

‘descriptiens explaining parts of it and the location was over a

thousand miles from that community, and here at their frent doer
was a reference 5ook representing 2% millien years of histery,
and none saw it,

Woeuld it net be far more realistic and understandable to
relate when studying how the earth was formed, to take ycungsters
te this spet, and incidentally there are many other spots eof
equal significance showing the fermation of the earth.
ke » At another scheol I visited an 8th grade class studying
as a part ef geegraphy, coentours, To explain what a coenteur was,
the teacher had drawn a couple of wavy lines on the blackbeard
and had written the word "Centour," When asked what it was, she
said it was a coentour.s In discussing it, of coeurse she said it
was not a contour, but the children had been so taught, She had
missed the whole peint, She had not related the vital matter of
saving seil and improvin g health by way of centeur farming, the
applicatien of safe flying te conteur, transportatien - railreads
and highwaye, percent ¢f grade, eresion and all ether impertant
matters, As the children left the building they walked over a
small rise in the ground, and I gm sure there was ne cennectien
with the soil en which they were walking, te the lesson they had

had in scheel, Within that class peried of time, the teacher and

children could have gene out on thé greund and made the matter of

land elevatiens, and how the elevation is measured, related the

-1 8=
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eresion, transpertation, farming and all, to the study of con=-
teur, It would have been a thrilling ﬁtory and the youngsters
would have learned it and remembered and what weuld it have
cost the taxpayers? Not a cent,

A further censideration is the school camp as an
integral part of education. It is vitally necessary now i1n
our -urban mindedlnation, that as a regular part ef scheel,

children should have the benefit of living together in small

sted in writing to the Director of the SCRC

groups, pursuing their educational adventures in the out of
doors. It is right that every Beard of Educatien sﬁould only
own and operate camps as a part of the schoel plan. It sheuld
be a year round pregram, Ne one nged have fear that as the
number of school camps increase it will interfere with the greup
camping program of establishing ether serving agencies. The
establishment of free or public educatien would net destrey
private scheols. There will always be private scheels and geed
enes will always be needed, The same can be said for camping.
Why haven't the schools used the out of deers as a part
of education and established scheol camping? Is it the fault of
yeuth? Ne, they are ready and anxious fer it, Is it the teachers'
fault?_ Yes. Many of them are afraid they will lose contrel with
youth in the out of deers, They are afraid that they will be
caught and will not knew the answers, as in real life things de
noet happen by the pages or chapters. MNMany of them would not like
the out of doors. It weould be teo uncemfertable, They would

have te dress differently. Most impertant, basically, they are
not trained teo teach in the out of doors., They are "classreom"

teachers, They are not entirely to blame however, and I hasten

te add there are many, many teachers wheo de use the out of doors

Original housed in the SCRC, SIUC, Carbondale, IL 62901. Permission to publish or cite extensively must be reque
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and are helping in the mevement te a wider use of camping and
out of door education.

Is it the fault of teachers' celleges? Yes, There is
a pattern for training teachers., The courses that are required
to get a teacher's license iw are pretty well set, and the
anxieus student whe wants te beceme a teacher is willing te de
whatever the reqﬁirements are to beceme a teacher. The college
coeuld require and carry en much of its teacher education in the
out of deers, and then the teachers would be trained in that.way.
The faculty members have been trained te teach teachers te teach
inside, and even cellege administraters have come up threugh the
program of inside education., Here, toe, they are net entirely
to blame, as authoritiqs ahead ef them have set pelicies and
requirements, There are many teachers' celleges new active in
adepting camping and eut of doer educatien as a part of teacher
educatioen,

Is the State Department of Educatien at fault? Yes,
It is within the power of state officials and the state boards
of educatienal centrel te set standards and requirements, and they
could cause the doers of our scheels teo be opened eutward and have
the sc hoel buses taking children te the open spaces as well as to
the indeors, PEut here, toe, these state bedies and officials
have a background of experience which has largely been an indoer
peint of view as regards education. In seme places hewever, they
are beginning to moeve, May their speed increase,

Is is your fault? Yes, Perhaps you have not come te
grips with the preblem as it applies to esducatien. If you have

net done se in your state I hope you will begin te talk about it
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and get the autherities and your cooperating groups active.

Perhaps seme of you have made an effert. !ay your efforts be increased.
Es it the public's fault? Yes., The public has net asked
fer educatien to be done this way. Fublic opinien is slew in
meving, but it is not entirely their fault either. As Mr, and
Mrs. Joehn Q. Public will respend, theugh at times slowly, te
whatever leaders say is best for their children. The public is
teachable, however, and will respond, but they have te be infermed,
When they are taxed heavily for mere and bigger buildings fer
educatien, they expect the children te be in them, They néed‘

te be informed as well as the educaters themselves, that some
experiences essential te educatioen can best be carried on in the
ou£ of doors. The public will be for us when they understand.

You will be interested te knew that I received letters
from sewen of the State Commissieners of Education in these
southeastern states, expressing interest and in faver of this
movementvin education, Further they hWeped that mere state
property would be made available for educatienal purposes.

Centlemen, the deer is epen and I hope'you will Jjoin
hands with the State Departments of Educatien and strell tegether
in your wonderful forests and oepen spaces for a broader and better
pregram in the interests of our youth,

Perhaps I ceould summarize by trying te peint eut some
of the implications fer you in what I have hurriedly said this
merning. :

l. You can net teach conservation t hreugh a pregram eof

restriction. VYou have an ebligatien te teach and
to lead., Conservation in its broader sense is

wise use and you should be interested in wise use

= Y
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8., To implement the camping and afdixizrak out of
deoer educational pregram as a part eof our schools,
I would suggest that in each state you havg a
three teo five-day werk shep sessioen with the
people in your departments of conservatien and
park departments with the departments of educatien.,
A carefully planned program set up to deal realistically

with these areas I have mentiened and te see if you

can evelve programs that will enhance what all are

be requested in writing to the Director of the SCRC

agreed is essential, You need public suppert. You
the public té@ want

want/to use your areas and yoeu want them to knew

hew to use them, The scheols want better edicatien

and if a part of that educatien is in using the forests

and epen spaces you will beth gain, and in the leng

view you will have a public that is eager for mere

-
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and better park and recreatien facilities, and
censequently that means mere financial suppert.

3. In designing, laydéng out and censtructien, aveid
standardizatien, Remember the prog}am sheuld
determine structure., That the decentralized plan
will mean less cost and maintenance and will mean
better individual results for the participants,

Let youth have a hand in the designing and building.
There is an investment in interest and protectien
fer that preperty.

4. Acquire more land, and all you can get, and de neﬁ be

) > particular abeut what kind of land. In this

wider point of view there are moere oppertunities feor

-28a
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In the administration of yeur pregram, of yeur

park and ceonservatien pregrams, I hope you will

ta ke a streng hand in leadership and net be content
in giiing people just what they ask for. Yeu have
to lead them, even though they de net knew it,

This means alse that you would net be what is eoften
called the "purist" group acquiring, pretecting and
conserving fer an indefinite posterity., But see
that proper use is made of all facilities, be they
historical, scenic er etherwise,

As an additienal peint in administration pelicy it
1s sound fer management ef facilities te be increas-
ingly active in pregrams or use., This questien is
debatable, but it seems to me in the leng run that
pregrams should be a part of administrative pelicy.
De net forget elder peeople in broviding camping
facilities, Especially I think it impertant te
provide for family camps, not the elaberate, but
places where they can drive in, set up their tents,
chop their ewn wood, and really camp as a family.
Public relations is of great impertance as you well
knew, Through the wider use of your areas by young
people in group camping, by all the goed pubtlicity
yeu can get, through a carefully planned visual
educational pregram, you will gradually get people
interested in and they will use the park facilities
which after all belengs te the public. |
Yoeu are already alert to legislation fer the benéfit
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ef the parks, Federal aid, increased state apprepriatiens and
the likes. But in additien if it is net legally possible for:
communigies to use public property eutside the city limits for
schoel camps, then legislation sheuld be established in each

state se that scheel camps can be carried on. It sheuld be

legal fer scheols te ewn and eperate their ewn camps as it may net

be cenvenient in all places teo use state property.

10.. Finance, A great mistake could be made in setting
up your budgets, in underselling, in underestimating your im-
portance. /ggat little I have seen of your parks in this area
I have been greatly impressed with the great service you are
rendering, and I would urge you te step up your budget require=-
ments,’ It is hard geing to get adequate financial suppert, but
here again it is related te many things that I have said., The
public will support usually te the extent that it understands
needs and services, De not sell yourselves shert, as prebably
the outsﬂanding need to extend the greup camping and the eut of

ediicat ion

door/mevement is leadership., Seme of you have already spoeken

te me of ways in which we might be of help thréugh our national

Gamp Field Service. We will be glad te de anything we can,

I wish it were possible for some of you staff mmmbers te spend the

8ix weeks summer session with us at Natienal Camp te werk eut
plans fer yoeur ewn state, We would be glad te have you, and in

that way ceuld help. Alse through our Field Service, we would

be glad threugh censultatien services and plans that we may submit,
Also we would like to see established here in this area some place,

a training center for camping and out of doer educatien aleng the

" lines upon which we cenduct Natienal famp. It would be a great

help in furthering the develepment, And if we can be of any
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service, we would be glad te ‘de it. :

Before I clese I want te extend my appreciatien fer the
hospital{ty extended to me at Myakka River State Park where I
was the guest ef Mr, Crowley and Mr, Rdwards, Vice President of
Florida Board of Forestry and Farks., Also the hospitality ex-
tended me here at Highlands Hammock State Park. It is a centinued
thrill te see for the first time in my experience the wonders of
yeur beautiful ferests and park areas. I am leoking ferward te
the remainder ef the week and teo be your guest at Hugh Tayler
Birch at Ft, Lauderdale.

I hope always we and ethers will meet frequently farther
eut in the weoeds. And to clese wikRk these few words I feund

frem Whittier express our mutual interest and geal I'm sure:
—

Ol "And so we find it @g‘_f J"M te come to this still glen

For here the habit eof the soul feels less the euter
werld's centrel
‘The strength of mutual purpeose pleads

Vere earnestly our cemmen needs,

And in this silence multiplied by quiet persons en
either side
The world that time and sense have knewn

Falls off and leaves Ged alene,"



